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ON THE LATELY DECEASED | 


Mr. EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 


GENTLEMEN, 


RMIT me to entertain you this day, not on a Subject which, 
1 being of a foreign nature might poſſibly be dil 


tues, and celebrated by his Univerſal knowledge; who was well 


known and greatly beloved by you; and, in ſhort, on one of the 
moſt ancient members of this Academy. From this deſcription, 


entlemen, you will diſcover the characteriſtics of the late 
Ke. Emanuel Swedenborg, Aſſeſſor to the Royal College of 


Mines. The regard that we formerly had for this great man, and 
the love which we bore towards him, aſſures me both of the 


pleaſure and ſatisfaction that you will find in —_—_ him ſpoken 
of; and II ſhall efteem myſelf happy, if I ſo far fulfil that part of 
the deſire you poſſeſs, as to recall to your minds, in a ſuitable 


manner, a man whom you have ſo tender a regard for, and who 


is worthy of ſo glorious a Memory. The taſk is difficult, and as 
the moſt excellent artiſt has at times the greateſt trouble to take 
the likeneſs of certain perſons, how much more ſo is it to trace 
and expreſs in a proper manner to your minds ſo extenſive, ſub. 
lime, and laborious a genius, who was never fatigued in his ſtu» 
dious applications, and who unweariedly purſued his inveſtiga 


tions into the moſt profound and difficult ſciences; who for 


ſeveral years ſucceſſively, has made many uſeſul efforts to diſ- 
cover the ſecrets of nature, opened and made clear the way to 
aitain to certain ſciences, and, in the end, penetrated into the in- 
moſt receſſes of the moſt profound ſecrets, without ever having 


loſt fight of ſound — or the fear of the Supreme —_ b 


who preſerved the whole ſtrength of his mind to the laſt, wi 

out experiencing that decay of mental faculties, unto which ſo 

many are ſubjeR, after a long purſuit of ſcience, and to the per- 

fection of which ſo few attain; but whoſe mind having been 

opened in all it's parts, and 2 knowledge exceeded the uſual 
5 by 2 | 


hmits 


ntereſting, 
and fatigue your attention, but on a man illuſtrious by his Vir- 
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limits, has given: occaſion to ſeveral to Judge variouſly reſpeR- 
ing him, according to the manner in which things were repre» 
ſented, and the view in which they regarded him. 

The greater the perfections of the human mind are, the greater 
will be found the ſlates of oppoſition to them. Does a new light 
preſent itſelf to the world? The conſiderate and intelligent mind 
will find things worthy of it's attention, even in the very 
ſhades with which it is contraſted : whilſt the fuperficial rea- 
der will fix his attention only on the weak fide of an argument, 
proving the obſervation, That 2g Ken is affefted according lo the 
nature of his being. One man ſhall ſee nothing but cunning, and 
emptineſs of mind, in the exalted penetration of genius ; he will 
tax it's depth with enthuſiaſm, and it's erudition with a con- 
fuſed heap of ideas and thoughts; an eſſay to reveal the depth of 
a myſtery, will appear an error to him; and the deſire, as well 
as the means, to diſcover what mere ignorance hides from us, 
are according to his notiohs but folly. But, on the other hand, 
the improved mind, that abounds with real ſenſe, will make a 

due eſtimate of the value of things, and will not deſpiſe, or re- 
ject a rich mine, merely on the account that the metal does not 
appear in all it's purity on the ſurface, and that it ſhews ſomething 
terreſtrial from the matrix proper to it. 

The Hiſtory of Swedenborg's life is amiable ; and as the parti- 
culars are of a complicated nature, they demand to be arranged 
accordingly. The worthy and zealous Biſhop of Skara, Dr. Je per 
Swedberg, whoſe general character was known by his juſt 
and frank principles, was at the ſame time chaplain of the regi- 
ment; of cavalry, when his firſt wife Safah Behm, daughter of 
Albrecht Behm, who was Aſſeſſor to the College of Mines, bore 
him his ſecond ſon Emanuel Swedberg, at Stockholm, the 29th of 
anuary, 1688, who was afterwards named Swedenborg, when 
e was ennobled in the year 1719. e 
Nature decorates the earth with her productions, but Art per- 
fects them. Birth places men in a ſtate of exiſtence, but educa- 
tion forms them. A nut or ſeed, notwithſtanding the goodneſs 
of the fruit that produced them, do not always yield fruit of a like 
kind; art may produce a change, but cannot alter the nature of 
things; and experience evinces, that we may ſay the ſame things 
of men. Let us therefore be careful of making poſitive deciſions 
of this kind, before the period arrives, that virtue becomes natu- 
ralized in families, or is introduced into them by art. Neverthe- 
Tefs, there is no perſon that will deny, but that the being born in 
a family noted for it's probity and integrity, infers a favourable 
preſumption in the offspring, and to which due regard is to be 
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: = if vide Mened by bad actions; and on this head we do not 


ook to ſee whether the place of the family's reſidence were caſ- 


tles or common houſes ; but are contented to know, that real 


Virtue has taken up it's abode for a long period with them. We 
have always a regard for a family, that has been the ſeminary of 
uſeful and. relpeckable citizens in all the ſtates. Such is that of 
our Swedenborg. An antient and virtuous family, that abode. 


near the Mines in Stora Kopporberget,* in which formerly dwelt ' 


Daniel Iſacſon, and his wife Ann Bullamaſia, were the firſt parents, 
and root of the noble families of Schomſtrom, Swedenborg, and 
thoſe of the Swedbergs. I remember to have formerly ſeen a 
genealogical table painted in the form of a tree, where a number 
of the Swedbergs were ſeen allied with noble families, and at 
that time incorporated with illuſtrious houſes. But as Sweden- 
boy did not augment the number of the branches of that tree, I 
ſhal 


all dwell no longer on this ſubject, but proceed to the hiſtory of 


his life. : 1 


His youth was 2 by an uncommon aſſiduity, and ap- 8 


plication in the uſu al exerciſes of that age, and an evident deſire 
to become a man. A ſon of the Biſhop Swedberg could not fail 
to have a good and careful education, ſuitable to the manner of the 
times. This put him in the road to uſeful knowledge, and made 


him advance therein with ſpeed. But why ſhould J dwell on the 
good ſucceſs of the care that the Biſhop Swedberg took of a ſon, 


in an education and improvement of mind he was ſo enamoured 
with? What need is there to relate the good ſenſe he had, to put 
advantageous diſpoſitions to their beſt uſes, which numbers have 


not the benefit of, or, if they have, neglect; of his talents, and the 


penetration of the genius. that ſupported the ardent deſire he had 
to acquire knowledge, and of his aſſiduity and application to ſtudy, 
and the very early maturity of his intellect? What greater proof 
indeed can þe given of theſe things, than that which a ſenſible 
King gives us,T who ought with care to reward real abilities 
and merit, wherever he found them ; who encouraged them by his 
benefactions, who knew how to employ them in a proper man- 
ner, and who gf his own accord, without any ſolicitation what- 
ever, appointe pn, 1716, then but 28 years of age, as 
extraordinary Aſſeſſor to t | 
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The great copper mountain. 4 | 5 
+ A ſenſible king would not have thus promoted a young man to 
ſuch an office, if he had thought him wanting in experience and 
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not a production of this kind, from ſo young an Author, = 
t 


8 J 


him | the choice either of that office, or that of Profeſſor in the 


Royal Academy of ops. An univerſal knowledge in the Belles 
Lettres, and a remarkable degree of learning, - had at that time 
made Swedberg's name known, both within and without the 
kingdom. | 2 

But as yet the Aſſembly of the learned had not ranked him 
amongſt their celebrated Authors. He had publiſhed at Upſal, 


in 1709, a Diſſertation that was 47 merges as a e | 
ufficient to convince 


production for a young man; yet in 
wor'd of a profound erudition. In 1710 he publiſhed at Skara a 
Collection of pieces on different ſubjects, in Latin verſe, under the 
title of Ludus Heliconius five Carmina Miſcellanea, que variis in 


tecis cecinit. They denoted a in vivacity of mind, and 


a period of youth well employed. Many would not have 


been a little vain to have given at that age proofs of a ſimilar ge- 


nius. Poetry was nevertheleſs not his object, or his chief em- 

loy. The ſix pamphlets of eſſays, and his obſervations on the 
in and Phyſical Sciences, which hegubliſhed at Stock- 
holm in quarto, under the title of Daedalus” Hyperboreut, and 
which were begun in the year 1716, evidently ſhew his then at- 
tachment to thoſe ſciences. Theſe were wrote in the Swediſh 
language; and the fifth was tranſlated and printed in Latin, Did 
room to conjeQure, that it announced the publication of others 
of a remarkable nature? But we ſhould -much depreciate the 
ſtrength of his mind, if we confined it only to the productions 


. that he publiſhed in his youth. The preſs is not indeed the only 


proof, by which we ought to judge of the ſcience and erudition 
of an Author, and we ſhould be often deceived, if we pave 
credit to the title page, for the quality of the things contained 
in the work, A work is but ſeldom Filed with what the pomp- 
ous title page announces, with which it is decorated, as experience 


ſufficiently evinces in the productions of the preſs, and more 


particularly thoſe of a certain kingdom. 


A young man cannot become a" good Author, until he has 


ſufficiently laboured in gathering, with prudence and diſcernment, 


a quantity of materials proper for the Subjects he deſigns to treat 


of; and with this view, Swedenborg ſtudied with great attention 
in the Academy of Upſal, and with the ſame Sk in the 
Univerſities of England, Holland, France, and Germany. Ty 
Let us now follow him in the various occupations he engaged, 
and in works that took up much time. Before we are enabled 
to penetrate into the thoughts, and to diſcover the character of 
the perſons with whom we are in company, we generally keep 
| | | ourſelves 
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ourſelves on an attentive and careful reſerve. But in following 
Swedenborg, this manner is needleſs, as you may find at onee in 
him a happy aſſemblage of an excellent Memoty, a prompt Con- 
ception, and a moſt clear Judgment, united to à deſire that was 
never cloyed, and the ſtrongeſt inclination of an aſſiduous ſtudß 
after acquirements of the moſt certain kind in Philoſophy, in al- 
moſt all kinds of Mathematics, Natural Hiſtory, Phyſics, Chemiſ- 
try, Anatomy, and finally Theology, without enlarging on the Eaſtern 
and European languages, in which he was very well verſed. Ob- 
ſerve in him the force of habit, acting in harmony with the uſe of 
Reaſon, and ee e his conceptions of the nature of Order; 
for our intellects being too much taken up with the conſidęration 
of an abſtrated ſubject, do ſometimes ſuffer themſelves to pro-- * 
ceed too far in the path they have taken, and oft too faſt; and 
particularly, when they are accompanied by a quick imagination 
| that does not allow them to ſtop, ſufficiently to view the objects 
| which it preſents, fo as to judge maturely on them. Reſpectin 
Swedenborg, repreſent to your minds the beſt Heart and the beit 
Character, manifeſted by the rules and 1 of it's Conduct, 
which the Author had preſcribed himſelf, and which I have found 
py and repeated in various parts of his manuſcripts, where 
he had ſet them down, for the ſake of his own practice. 1. To 
read often, and meditate frequently in the Word of the _— 
To be always reſigned and content with the diſpoſals of Provi- 
dence. 3. Always to obſerve a jety of behaviour; and to 
preſerve the conſcience pure an — 4. To ſubmit to that 
which is ordained; to acquit one's-ſelf faithfully in the duties of 
dur employment; and to do every thing that lays in our power, 
to render ourſelves as univerſally uſeful as poſſible. Such was 
Swedenborg's inward ſtate of mind. There are no beings, excex 
- thoſe who are wilfully fraught with prejudice or malice, who 
can even think or ſay the contrary. Let ſuch therefore think on 
vorhat I have faid, and reflect maturely on what I have yet to ſay 
On his return from his firſt voyage into foreign countries, 
. xd as fixed on Mathematics and Phyſics. The knowledge 
he acquired in theſe ſciences, ſoon brought him into an acquain- 
tance with our Swedifh' Archimedes, Chriſtopher Polhammar, 
at that time Aſſeſſor, and afterwards Counſellor of Commerce, and 
Chief of the Order of the Polar Star, known afterwards by the 
name of Polhem. This acquaintance not only 8 him an 
addition of knowledge in Mechaniſm, which he then ſought after, 
and was fond of; but alſo the ſame regard from king Charles 
"the XII. as he had conceived for Polhammar. Hence dont 
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ſon that the Patents or Diploma of Aſſeſſor, given at Sund the 
18th of October, 1716, declare as their motive, that the King had 
4 regard for Swedenborg's Mechanical Knowledge, and that he 
ſhould be the aſſociate of Polhammar, to aſſiſt him in the direc- 
tion of buildings, and mechanical works. Theſe Diplomas, and 
the converſation that the King had with theſe two learned men on 
that ſcience, and divers other parts of the Mathematics, and on 
the Analytic and Algebraic calculation, as we are accuſtomed. to 
do it in Sweden, &c. (which converſation Dr. Nordberg has re- 
| lated in his Hiſtory of Charles the XII.) evinces that the Ling had 
intended, that theſe two men of abilities ſhould act conjointly 
in buſineſs of that kind. The united talents, and happy invention 
of theſe two great men, were frequently made uſe of by the King. 
If this was a proper place to recall to your minds, the great me- 
chanical works that have done Polhem ſo much honour, I ſhould 
ſpeak of the famous Bark of Luckeby, of the Sluice of Trolhatte, 
| and the Baſon of Carl{crome, formed to repair ſhips. But it is of 
2M Swedenborg that I am to ſpeak. He executed, by himſelf, a 
| work of the greateſt importance, at the time's the ſiege of Fred- 


| rickſall, in 1718. By cutting through the mountains, and raiſ- 

1 ing the vallies by the help of proper inſtruments, for the length of 
= two miles and a half, that is, from Stromſtad to Idef-jol, which 

| | ſeparates Sweden from Norway, he cauſed two gallies, five large 

1 bdoats, and a ſloop, to be {ent there; by the help of which, the King 

| j Was enabled to have all the great artillery for the ſiege carried to 

| Fredrickſall, which he could in no wife fend by land: thus the 

'' ſciences become uſeſul, and put properly into practice, they effect 

ll | what could in no wife be done without them wo Jo 

| . Mechaniſm was, nevextheleſs, not the only object of his applica- 

tions; for he gave the continuation of his Dedalus Hyperboreus is 

1 1717, and in 1718; and in the ſame year an introduction to Alge- 
is bra, under the title of, The Art of the Rules. In 1919, he pub- 
iF liſhed, @ method to fix the Value of our "Money, and to determine aur 

| Meaſures in ſuch a way, as 10 ſuppreſs all the Frattions to facilitate 
the calculations. He gave at the ſame time, a treatiſe Of the Poſi- 

ſion and Courſe of the Planets ; another on the Heighth of the Tides, 
and formerly greater degree of the Flux and Reflux of the Sea, 
from the information he gathered from different parts of Sweden. 
He began at the ſame time ſeveral treatiſes on various ſubjects, of 
which we ſhall ſoon have an account from foreign countries. 

Mr. Swedenborg was not yet entered into his office of Af. 
ſeſſor to the Royal College of Mines, becauſe not willing to engage 
in the duties thereof, before he was tully inſtructed in 4 Mineral- 
Metallurgic Science; and therefore he 1s not to be ranked amongſt 

thoſe 


(9) | 
thoſe, who are always ſtriving to get into offices, of which they are 
altogether ignorant of the nature*and buſineſs ; and what is worſe, 
will not comprehend, that out of nothing, nothing can be expect- 
ed. He was neither ambitious of, nor had ſolicited this office, 
altho he was, before that period, well informed in certain ſciences, 
by which he was capable of throwing much light on the art of 
managing Mines. It was alſo a matter of facility for him to ac- 
quire what knowledge he was ſtill deficient in reſpecting it, in- 
aſmuch as the ſciences of. Mathematics and Phyſics, were the ſub- 
jects that took up moſt of his time at that period; and theſe are 
the fundamental baſes of Metallurgy. He was not a man who 
was content with knowing the Theory of a things without join- 
ing the Practical part to it; it was not ſufficient for him to be ex- 
erciſed in his chemical laboratory, to habe an exact knowledge 
of the ſituation of the Mines in Sweden, of the ſtructures, ma- 
chines, and the manner of uſing them, in the neceſſary works 
oing forward in Mines; and therefore he undertook a ſecond 
Journey into foreign countries, to examine their Mines, ſee the 
manner of working, and all that concerned them, particularly: 


thoſe 
| "of Saxony and Harts : of all theſe nothing eſcaped his oblervidig 


eye. „ | 1 WE. 
During his ſtay at Brunſwick, he acquired the particular 
notice and favour of the duke Louis Rudolph, who defrayed all 
his expences during his ſtay there, and at his departure, made 
him a preſent of a Medal of his in Gold, and one in Silver. He 
enriched himſelf with much uſeful knowledge in the courſe of 
this voyage, and ſcience relative to the new works he afterwards 


2 


a publiſhe b intitled, . £0 


4 


| Chemiam & Phyſicam experimentalem geometrice explicand!, 
2. Nova obſervata & inventa circa Ferrum & Ignem, pracipue na- 
' turam Ignis Elementarum, una cum nova Camini inventione. 

- 4% 3 nova inveniendi Longitudines jocorum, terre marigue, 

oe Luna. 5 


E 4. Modus conſtruendi receptacula navalia, vulgo en Suedoit, Docky- 


gn | 5 
5. Nova conſtructio aggeris Aquatici, £ 
6. Modus explorandt virtutes 8. 


1. Prodromus Eee Naturalium, ſive novorum tentaminum, 


Al theſe TraQts were printed at Amſterdam in the yean , 
and reprinted in 1727. 3 ** 
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Ignem, & Montium firata. 

Three parts of this work were printed at Leipſick, and the 
fourth at Hamburg in 1722. Who is the man, if we except 
Linnæus, who has been able to draw ſuch conſiderable advan- 
tages, from a journey of one year and a half; for be returned in 
1722, to his country and friends, who received bim with the 
greateſt pleaſure. | | 5 i 
Swedenborg did not remain idle the following years, for he 


Metallic Aﬀeſſor to theRoyal College, and his ſtudy, that he finiſh- 
ed in 1733 his grand work intitled, OPERA PHILOSORICA 
ET MiNERALIA, and had it printed under his own direc- 
tion in 1734, part at Dreldeny and part at Leipſick; in which year 
he alſo went to inſpe& the Mines of Auſtria and Hungary. This 


work is divided into three vols. folio : the title of the firſt is 


3 Principia rerum Naturalium ive novorum lentaminum, Phenomena 


Mundi elementaris phileſophice explicandi. The ſecond, Regnum 
ſubterraneum ſive Minerale de Ferro, and the third, Regnum ſub- 
gerraneum ſrve Minerale de Cupro, & Orichalco. All of them wrote 
with great ſtrength of judgment, and ornamented u ith plates to 
facilitate the comprehenſion of the text. The publication of 
this important work was of itſelf ſufficient to increaſe the advan- 
tageous opinions that ſtrangers had already conceived of our 
Swedenborg. DES 3 
The Academic 5 or Aſſembly, and the Society of Sci- 
ences at Upſal, were ſenſible of his great abilities a conſiderable 
time before this; for to evince the ſenſe they had of him, the 
Conſiſtory had it requeſted of him, to ſolicit the place of Pro- 


feſſor of the Sublime and Abſtracted Mathematics, that Nils Cel. 


ſius was. before in the poſſeſſion of; and that, as the Confiſtory 
*faid, for the advantage of youth, and ornament to the Academy. 
Swedenborg expreſſed his thanks for their intention; but did 
not accept this honourable offer, on the moſt juſt intentions. 
The Society of Sciences at Upſal had enrolled him in the num- 
ber of their members from the 72 1729. e a 
Strangers were not backward in their expreſſion of a ſenſe of 
his merit. The Academy of St. Peterſburg ſent him his Diploma 
of Aſſociation, as a Correſpondent, on the 17th of December, 


1734. Chriſtian Wolf, and many other learned ſtrangers, were 
forward to form a literary correſpondence with Swedenborg, atid 


eonſulted him on the moſt difficult things and ſubjetts that could 


he treated of. Thoſe who were appointed at Leipſick to the care | 


7. E . circa res Naturales, præſertim Mineralia, 


ſo equally divided his time between the duties of his office, as 


(- 4 11 } | 


of the edition of the Aa Eruditorum, and to adjoin to it, 

impartial Analyſis of the Works of the learned, found in thofe of 
Swedenborg a rich harveſt to ornament their collection with. 
” This work of Swedenbor 's has loſt nothing of it's yalue by length 
of time; the: Authors of the eſtimable and magnificent deſeri * 


1 


tion of Arts and Trades which are carried on at Paris, ſound the 


ſecond part of Swedenborg's work, which is wrote on Iron and 
the preparation of Steel, that abounds with ſo much good ſenſe, 
and is as well arranged, of ſo much importance, that they tran- 
ſlated and inſerted the whole in their Collection of the beff 
* wrote on theſe ſubjects. | 


ur Academy, from it's firſt eſtabliſhment, ſought with affi- - 


duity to inroll in it's liſt of Members a Man of Swedenborg's 
conſequence and who held ſo diſtinguiſhed a rank amongſt the 
learned of Europe.— have as yet mentioned only one part of 
Swedenborg's works; for he entered into another path in which 
we ſhall now follow him. This proves inconteſtably how ſtron 
the ardent defire, by which he was excited in the purſuit 9 
knc-vledge, led him to the conſideration of all objects: he ap 
red to fix with greateſt pleaſure his. attention on thoſe ful 


Jects, which to be well acquainted with and laid open, required 


the moſt profound conſiderations. No perſon can with juſtice 
accuſe him of - dreſſing” his works out with the thoughts, or, 
what happens but too often, of having given another order, or 
changed the face of the writings of other people to make them 

$ under his own name. His works ſhew that he made no u 


of other people's thoughts, that he would examine things himſelf, 
fowed thoſe that were proper to him; and that he 


and only fol | 
has often made reſſections and obſervations that are not to be 
found in any Author that preceded him. None can accufe him 
of eben N trimmed out the ſubjetts he has hand led, or haye 
contented himſelf with a ſuperficial view of them, which is 
common enough with thoſe: who will apply themſelves. to all 
fubjects; for he has made uſe of all the ſtrength and penetration 
of his Intellectual Faculties in the examination of the deepeſt 
foundation of objects, to diſcover the Union of the Links of the 


Chain of the Univerſe, and by which the. whole is conducted in | 


a juſt and moſt regular order from it's firſt Origin. He can in 
no wiſe be charged with having given in to the foible of ſome 
Mathematicians, and many Phyſicians, who, after having found, 


or at leaſt ſuppoſed that they had (diſcovered the light they 
ſought, have endeavoured by all the means in their power to, 


hide it from others and themſelves, and, if it had been practica- 
ble, would have * the greateſt light of others. 
11. | 2 5 
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In the like degree. that Swedenborg i 1n his continual contem · 
plations on the Work of Creation acquired freſh knowledge 
reſpeCting it, he diſcovered a like degree relating to the Supreme 
Being, and found further occaſions to celebrate the Author and 
Creator of Nature. 

Since the year 1737 he made eight different voyages into fo, 
reign part, particularly England and Holland: from that year 
he begun to viſit France and Italy; and this voyage laſted till 
the year 1740. His principal object was that of printing his 
new Treatiſes, evincing the fecundity of his genius, and which I 
cannot conſider without the greateſt aſtoniſhment, Beſides a 
great number of Treatiſes, and amongſt them his great work 
which I have ſpoken of N he was the e. of the folr 
lowing Treatiſes: * | 


* Predromus Philoſepbie ratuorinantis de I ry cauſa Creati:nis, 
de Mechaniſmo Operutionis Anime & &; Corports, printed at 
Dreſden in 1733. 
2. Oeconomia Regni Animalis, in two parts; the firſ printed at Am. 
ſterdam in the year 1740, and the ſecond in 1741. 
3: Regnum Animale, in three parts; the two. firſt printed at the 
"Hague in 1744, and the third in London in 1746. 


4. De Cultu & Amore Dei. London, 1745, W cls | 


5. Arcana Czleftia, in 8 vols. gto. which were given in different 
pyeats from 1745 to 175 . 
6. De Ultimo Judicis, & Babylonia deflrufta. London, 1 1% 
7. De Ch & Inferno, ex Auditis & Viſis. London, 1758. 
8. De Equo Albo de quo in Apocalypfi.- oridon, 1758. 
9. De Telluribus in Mundo naſtro Solari. e 1758. 
10. De Nova Hiergſalyhma. London, 1758. 
11. Delitiæ Supieniæ de Amore Compugiali. Amſterdam, 178. 
12: Sapientia Angelica de Divino-dmure, 8 Divina cafe. 
Amſterdam, 176g. ha 
13. Dottrina Nouæ ſiereſo he de Domino. Amſterdam, 176g. 
14. Doftrina Vite pro Nova Hieroſulyma. Amſterdam, , 176g. 
15. Continuatio de Ultimo Judicio, & de Mundo Spirituali. Am. 
ſterdam, 1715. 
16. Sapientia Ingeica de Divina Providentia. Amſterdam, 176 Fa 
17. 4 . evelata. Amſterdam, 1 1736. PA, 


; * Samara Expifitio Derive. Nove Ecclef 75 18 e 


Dee 1769. 
De 2 ee 2 for ores. Amſterdam, 1 | 
36. = m_ ana Religio, ſe eu Jniverſalis Theagin Noe Eck 
. 1777. | | 
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All theſe titles announce ſublime things to us; and although 


the ſubjects of theſe Works are different, they are all connected 


with proofs proper to the ſubjects treated of, Theſe are founded 
on Philoſophical and Phyſical Anatomy, on Explications of the 
Sacred Scripture, and Revelations he declares were made to 
him. All theſe Works lead to the Contemplation of the Su- 

reme Being, and of a Future Exiſtence, Thus we at preſent 
lee the ſame Perſon exalted above the Clouds, whom we have 
before followed through the deep excavations of Mines; always 
alike aſſiduous, zealous, and fertile in his ſimilies. 4 I 
The needful application that the works mentioned in the above 
I required, not allowing him to continue the neceſſary func- 
tions of his office as Aﬀeſfor beyond the year 1747, he gave up. 
bis place, and obtained in the ſame year a gracious diſcharge 
from the King, who gave him at the ſame time the two re. 
gueſts he had inſerted in his petition for diſmiſſion; the firſt of. 
which was, to retain a moiety of his appointment to the place 
of Aſſeſſor during his life; and the ſecond, that the above fa-- 
vour ſhould be granted him without any derogation of title and 
rank: this permiſſion of enjoying the — of the palce: 
after diſmiſſion, is a mark of the greateſt favour. I am aware 
that what Mr. Swedenborg wrote on Spiritual things are 
ſubjects not proper for diſcuſſion in an Academy of Sciences; jit 
1$ſufficient for us to do juſtice to the good qualities, talents, and 
merit of this Author. In the examination he made of other. 
people's characters, he always firſt ſought how he might diſcover. 
that Eſſential Virtue that he regarded as a certain mark that it 
was accompanied with a number of other good qualities. He 
was of a lively turn, and agreeable in company. As a- ſuitable! 
recreation after his aſſiduous ſtudies, he ſought the agreeable ad- 
vantages that the company and converſation of men of ſenſe af. 
forded him, by whom he was always ſurrounded, and very much 
reſpedted. He had the method either to lengthen or ſilence, by 
an agreeable, yet ſenſible turn of et, an indiſereet and.ſome- 
times too bold Curiofity that is often thruſting itſelf into ſerious 
matters. He was attentive, zealous, and faithful in diſcharge of 
the employs he had the care of. Wheneyer a vacancy of Office 
ſuitable to his own talents happened, he never preſented himſelf 
as. a Candidate to fill it; and if he was advanced to honourable 
poſts, it was not through his ſeeking them, for he was always 
content in his ſtation. "itn other callings did not permit him 
40 diſcharge the functions of his Office, he preferred ——_— 
his difmiſhon to ſtaying in it and not performing his duty, and 
was contented with retaining the Title after baving N the 
n mo place 
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As mental faculties, even to the laſt period of his li 


(e 


Place thirty-one' years: He was a worthy Member of this Ro 


Academy; before he became ſuch,” he had worked on fubjefts 
that are not pretended to by this Academy, and enriched his 
Memoirs with the method of making incruſtations in marble for 
tables and- other ornaments. He aſſiſted as a Member of the 
Houſe of Nobles during ſevera} Diets, and his behaviour was 
ſuch that none could reproach him with any miſconduct. There 
was no craft or diſſimulation to be found in him. He was ho- 
noured with the favour and particular ' kindneſs of the Kings 


who reigned during his time. Wiſdom; erudition, and virtue, 


procure themſelves this advantage under an enlightened Govern- 
ment; and what people have at this period more reaſon to be 
thankful for this, than ourſelves? +. - 20 . 
Our Swedenborg was never married, and I ſhall not pretend 
to have it conſidered as a merit. If he did not engage in the 
marriage tie, it was not through a coldneſs or indifference to the 
Sex, for he eſteemed the company and diſcourſe of an agreeable 
and lively woman as an eſtimable recreation; but his great and 
| nd ſtudies afforded him a pleaſing tranquillity both day and 


night; and therefore he was often ſolitary, but never fad, He 


enjoyed ſo good a ſtate of health, that he was ſcarce ever indiſpo- 
ſed. Always happy in himſelf, he in all eircumſtantes maintained 
the peace of his ſoul} and led a life happy in the oy gee degree, 
even unto the moment that Nature demanded'her due. He was 
attacked with an apoplexy in London on the 24th of laſt De- 
cember, and died in the moſt ſerene manner on the agth of 
March following, being Eighty-five years of age, rich in the 


| Honourable Teſlimonies of Remembrance that he left behind 


defired this Royal ee may preſerve it's worthy and uſe- 


} : 


Several paſſages wherein Mr. Sandel appears to veil himſelf 
with the common opinions and concluſions of the Scientific men, 
whom he was then addreſſing, apparently ariſing from the fear of 
being thought over credulous by them, have been omitted. His 
real ſentiments 3 Mr. Swedenborg, ſtands fully evident from 


his conduct on this occaſion, and the very handſome: mariner in 


which he expreſſes himſelf relative to the purity of -his heart, the 
rfection of all 


Co 


reQitude of his actions, and the more than ordinary pe 
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ANECDOTES and OBSERVATIONS 
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Mr.. SWEDENBORG. - 


17 VERY man, who has read the Sacred Scriptures with atten- 
| tion, . may have perceived, that the names of ſeveral per- 
ſons have been changed conſequent to their Spiritual Reg 
tion, which Jeſus. Chriſt our Saviour ſpoke of in the conference 
he had with Nicodemus, who went, 1 of human Jjudg- 
ment, to pay him a viſit by night, and to the intent that he might 
not be taken notice of by the Phariſees his aſſociates, who were 
enemies to the light that came to enlighten, and to the truth it 
manifeſted to them. The Old Teſtament furniſhes us with 
ſeveral examples of this changing of names. Abraham was firſt 
called Abram, which means ra:/ed father; but when God pro- 
miſed to make a Covenant with him, and to make hint a Father 
of nations, whoſe offspring ſhould be as numerous as. the Stars 
in the firmament, he {aid unto him, Thy name. ſhall no more be 
called Abram, but Abraham, Gen. xvu.. Jacob having wreſtled - 
with an angel of the Lord, who * to him as a palpable 
human being, he on leaving him ſaid, Thou ſhalt no more be 
called Jacob, but Iſrael, Gen. xxxii. When Simon, ſon of Jonas, 
had openly confeſſed his belief, that Jeſus Chriſt was the Son of | 
God, the Lord called him Cephas, which ſignifies a ſtone, and 
he was afterwards called by no other name Fas Peter, which. is. 
derived from that word. Matt. xvi. John i. 4232. 1-4 


Emanuel Swedenburg was called Swedberg, after the name 
of his father Jelper Swedberg, Biſhop of Skara, in Weſtrogothia, 
who was deemed a learned man, reſpected for his many virtues, 
and greatly beloved by all good Chriſtians, Emanuel, agreeable 
to a general cuſtom in Sweden, in which the greater part of the 
ſons of Biſhops. are ſtiled Gentlemen, and have a Seat in the 
Aſſembly of the States of the Kingdom, having been raiſed. to 
this rank, was named De Swedenborg, a name which, both in the 
Herman and Swediſh languages, means, protectiem or * 

| | cording 
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e to the interpretation of the perſon who communicatsd 
theſe Anccdotes concerning the Author, and who adds ; he will 
undoubtedly be found a protector to all. who are diſpoſed for 
Spiritual Regeneration, by the acknowledgment and reception of 
thoſe truths, which the Lord has deigned to reveal to him, to be 
made known to mankind ; and as he is to be regarded as an inſtru- 
ment in the hand of the Governor of the Univerſe, he may be 
e as the Tutelar Angel, not only of the Swedes, but of all 
urope. 1 . 
Mr. Swedenborg was Aſſeſſor of the Metallic College, and 
Member of the Academy of Sciences in Sweden. The little 
regard he had for the titles of honour and human grandeur, made 
him determine to requeſt his difmiſſion from the office of Aſſeſſor, 
as will hereafter appear in the letter which Mr. Springer, Coun- 
ſellor of Commerce, wrote to me. He had a houſe in the en- 
virons of Sud. It was built and arranged after his own _ 
and the apartments which were limited accordingly, were only 
ſuitable to himſelf. Adjoining to the houſe was a pretty large 
Garden, in the midſt of which he had cauſed a Summer-houfe to 
de built; there were four doors to the apartment which formed a 
ſquare, which was occaſionally turned, in an inſtant, into an 
Octagon form, by the means of four other doors that belonged 
to it. One of theſe doors ſhut with a ſecret lock, which being 
opened, there appeared a glaſs doo? placed over againſt a Bower, 
under which a bird was ſeen in a Cage. This new ſpectacle pro- 
duced an agreeable furprize of a ſecond Garden'to the perſon 
who opened the door, which Mr. Swedenborg related was more 
agreeable than the firſt. At the entrance of the Gardey, there 
was a parterre well covered with flowers, which he was very fond 
of. In one of the quarters of the garden was a kind of labyrinth, 
"formed with the * for an amuſement to thoſe who paid him 
a viſit. He derived no other advantage from the Garden, for he 
pave the whole produce of it to the Gardener, who waited on 
him; as alſo that of a very handſome Green-houſe, in which he 
took much pleaſure. „ VVV 
The Gardener and his wife were the only ſervants he had, and 
he kept them in the houſe] to the time of his deceaſe. The 
latter made his bed, N water into the houſe, and placed it 
in his Antichamber. He generally made his ny Col and 
took much' of it well ſweetened. When at home, he chiefly 
lived on milk, in which he ſoaked Biſcuits ; and at that time 
neither drank Wine or any other Spirituous Liquors : when not in 
his own houſe, he was very ſparing in his eating and drinking ; 
dut was always in one Ge mind, n 7 58 


1 | 


His wardrobe was very ſimple, yet ſuitable to the ſeaſon, | 
He wore in winter a coat lined with fur; and when at home' 


in Summer, a morning robe. The only remarkable piece of 
furniture that he had In his parlour, was a table of black marble, 
on which one would have ſuppoſed at firſt fight, that a Hand of 


cards had been careleſsly thrown, it being ſo well imitated. 'He 


made a preſent of this table to the Metallic College, who preſerve 
it with great care. ee ee np a Ind 
He uſually ſpoke very diſtinctly, but ſtammered a little when 
he ſpoke too faſt. When he began to talk in company, every one 
was ſilent, as well from the pleaſure they had in hearing his diſ- 
courſe, as from a ſenſe of his well known great. erudition, which 
he did not ſhew but on occaſions in which he found himſelf forced 
to it to prove his N or the little weight of argument of 
ſome whom he converſed with, nn 
In general, he would not enter into diſpute on matters of Re- 
ligion : if he was neceſſitated to defend himſelf, he did it with 
mildneſs and in few words; but if any would not be convinced, 
and got into a warmth of argument, he retired, ſaying, Read 
my writings attentively and without prejudice, they will anſwer 


ou in my ſtead, and will give you reaſon to change your ideas 
Y my 8 * ge Y 


and opinions on ſueh things. An Eccleſiaſtic who was a follower 
of Zinzendorf, and a Doctor of Divinity in Gottenburg, under. 
took to oppoſe the writings of Mr. Swedenborg; but after hav- 
ing firſt begun in relating, that he had not read the/e writings, he 
went on with his preliminary Diſcourfe, in uſing the moſt roſs 
invectives, and the moſt malignant and and n exatetenk, 
even againſt Mr. Swedenborg's perſon ; unto which he replied 


with ſo much modeſty and mildneſs, without taking notice of his 
antagoniſt's perſon, that all pus WEE both, the Tubſtan-e and 
form of it. A certain Critic who is known well enough for oh. 


ſerving but little decorum in his expreſſions, as well on the wri- 
tings of an Author as on the Author himſelf, alſo undertook a 
bitter invective againſt his writings. The reply Mr. Sweden- 
borg made to it was very ſhort, was printed only to communi- 
cate to his friends, and conceived in the following terms; I 
have read what Dr. E. has related of me in his Theologica Bib- 
hotheca, page 704, and find the ſame to contain the groſſeſt 
ſcandals again(t my perſon : I have not met therein with a grain 
of pure reaſon againſt any particular paſſage in my writings, and 
muſt obſerve, that to attack any perſon with envenomed daggers 
in ſuch a manner, is againſt all laws of juſtice ; and therefore I 
deem it but an indignity to uſe ſuch kind of arguments in reply 
to my opponent, as engaging ——_ would be more like to wo- 
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men of the loweſt claſs, who in ſcolding caſt dirt into one ano- 
ther's faces, than any thing elſe. Read, if you pleaſe, what 
is publiſhed in my laſt work, intitled, Vera Chriſtiana Religio, of 
thoſe ſecrets which were diſcovered by me fron the Lord, at 
No. 846 to 85 1, or page 492 to 502, and afterwards conclude, 
$4 from an unprejudiced reaſon, ref] won my Revelati n.” 
| oreover, there is ſome account of this perſon to be found ina 
| Memorable Relation, inſerted in the .above-mentioned work, at 
{i No. 137, p.105to 108; which may be read by any that wiſh to be 
further informed. It is a very ſingular circumſtance, or at leaſt very 
= remarkable, that almoſt all who have read the writings of Swe. 
| denborg, with a deſign to refute them, have finiſhed the attempt 
by adhering to his ſentiments. _ | | | 

At the beginning of his Revelations, he ſpoke freely of what 
he had ſeen and heard, and of his Explications on the Sacred 
Writings ; but as ſoon as he diſcovered that his diſcourſes did 
not pleaſe the Eccleſiaſtics, he thought proper to be more re. 

| ſerved and circumſpect, that he might prevent an opportunity 
being given to Calumniators, and all pretenges to their blaming 
what they either could or would not comprehend. 

He was in no wiſe led by that ſelf. love, which is obſervable in 
thoſe who publiſh new opinions concerning Church Doctrines; 
neither did he ſeek to make any Proſelytes, not even communi. 
cating his thoughts and ſentiments, but to thoſe whom he thought 
virtuous, diſpoſed to hear them with moderation, capable of com- 

rehending them, and lovers of Truth, 
* Notwithſtanding this circumſpettion, and although he never 
ſupported one principle contrary to the Decalogue, or good man- 
ners; although his conduct was exemplary, and that he never 
ſpoke either againſt the Government or particular perfons, he was 
not exempted from perſecutions; he found enemies lo ſet on to da 
him miſchief, that he deemed. it neceſſary to leave the Capital, that 
he might not fall into their hands. A young man in a 
went even to his own houſe, with a deſign to aſſaſſinate him; the 
Gardener's wife told him, that Mr. 8 was not at home, 
Jeſt miſchief ſhould follow. But he would not believe her, and 
run to the Garden thinking to find him. God who kept him 
under his eſpecial protection, encompaſſed him on this occaſion ; 
for the young man being in baſte to get in, a nail that was in the 
lock ſallened ſo to the cloak he was covered with, that he could 
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not diſentangle himſelt, and his naked ſword fell from beneath 
the cloak out of his hands; thus greatly embarraſſed, the fear 
of heing dilcovered ſeized him, and he retired with all ar 
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haſte. This ſame perſon was afterwards killed im a Duel. He 


was alſo in danger of his life during the time of a Diet, inſo- 
much that he was obliged to order his ſervants not to let any 
perſon into the houſe, until they had farther orders from him, 
which they took care to perform. 
His writings raiſed him many enemies — the Clergy, who 
found various pretences to — ate him to the utmoſt. They 
were given in to the Conſiſtory; and there was an Aſſembly of 
Biſhops and Profeſſors of Th „ appointed to examine them, 
who took up a month in doing it; and when that time was ex- 
pired, they gave in a ſentence favourable to thoſe writings, and 
things continued in that ſtate for the time; but his enemies be- 
coming more violent, from the little ſucceſs they had in that at- 
tempt, took another method, and made the moſt of Mr. 
Swedenborg's abſence, who was at that time out of the kingdom 
on a voyage, uninformed of what they had done, and that they 
were plotting to deſtroy him. On: this occaſion we may ſay, 
Tantæne animis Cæieſtibus ira! what a quantity of bitterneſs is 
found in the ſouls of thefe Bigots ! the pretended ſervants of a 
Lord, who preached a Religion of which the Love of God and 
Charity are the fole — Whom are ——ů 
A man whoſe writings breathe nothing but thoſe two loves, de- 
claring them the only means capable of opening the Gate of 
Heaven on the ſou}, and that their two:oppoſites, Self. Love and 
the Love of the World, lead to eternal perdition. Swedenborg 
always practiſed the morals he taught; but being informed on 
his return of the evil intentions of his perſecutors, and being in- 
ſtructed by experience of what they were capable, he addreſſed 
himſelf to the King in the following terms, drawn up in-the 
form of a Letter. | | * + 15825 * 


. * | | 
Find myſelf neceſſitated at this period to have recourſe to your 
Majeſty's protection, having met with uſage of ſuch a nature, 

that no other perſon has experienced ſince the eſtabliſhment of 

Chriſtianity in Sweden, and much leſs ſince there has been liberty 

of Conſcience. The. following is an abridgment of the par- 

ticulars, that are the occaſion of my requeſting your Majeity's 

interference. Es 364 


On my arrival in Sweden from foreign parts, I was informed, 
that Biſhop F. had ſuppreſſed, and ſeized the 7. * of my 
Treatiſe De Amore Conjugiali, * 1 had printed in 
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which were ſent to Norrkoping. Having inquired of ſome Biſhops, 


whether Biſhop F. had acted in this manner from his own 
authority, or that of: the Clerical Body, they replied,. that they 
bad heard of the affair, but that none of them had been conſulted 
about it, or had given his conſent thereunto; and that there was 
not one word ſet down in the Journal of the Eccleſiaſtic Court 
concerning it. Some Eccleſiaſtics at Gottenburg, being em- 
boldened by this inconſiderate and violent conduct of the Biſhops, 


began to ſpeak and declaim loudly againſt my writings, and ſo 


far ſucceeded as to have an aſſembly appointed for their examina, 
tion, conſiſting of fome Biſhops and Proſeſſors in Divinity. This 
Aſſembly continued ſitting for the; ſpace of ſame months, and 


at length made a favourable report, which ſtopped the mouths of 


thoſe accuſers at once: their attempts were then thought to 
ceaſe, and the affair to have an end. To prevent all thoughts of 
it's — rekindled, it was concluded that a Petition ſhould be 
ented to ybur Majeſty, to iſſue; orders to the Chancellor of 
uſtice, to give an information of the Authors who had raiſed the 
iſturbance at Gottenburg. The [Biſhop + and Deacon, of that 
I were the principal movers. in this affair, ſeeing the 
I 


ttle ſucceſs of their project to engage the body of the Clergy, | 
OT, 


to light up the fire which they had made ready the materials 
Had recourſe to Calumny and Injuries, and filled twenty printed 
leaves with Invectives, which they circulated amongſt the public. 
I was further informed, that your Majeſty, hearing of Go diſs 
2 took it under your own conſideration, decided it in the 
Senate, and ordered the Chancellor to forward letters relative 
thereto, to the Conſiſtory at Fal e 5 hs 
I had no notice ſent me of all theſ4 
Writings, and Sentiments on the Worſhip of my Lord our 
Saviour, were attacked and perſecuted, and I have neither been 
called to make my defence, or heard reſpecting it; but Truth 
itſelf has anſwered for me. The accounts that were publiſhed 
at Gottenburg on this matter, did not touch the ſubſtance. of 
the Cauſe, and were filled with invectives and grofs injuries. 
The firſt account I had of theſe 5 was from a general Com- 
miſſary of war at Elſineur, and a friend at Stockholm, who lent 
them to me for a day; and I found therein two letters of Biſh 
F, wherein it is faid, that he ſhould 'meddle no more in it. 
am deſirous to convince the world, that all theſe proceedings, 
from their beginning to their end, have beep carried on 'without 
my having eyer been heard, A rumour has nevertheleſs ſpread 
throu; dent Stockholtt, that the Chancellor of Juſtice has de- 
elared in writing to the Confillory at Gottenburg, that my 
| | | writings 
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ritings are prohibited from bein brough t inta that lace, under 
= Seek 4 50 Dollars; and 1 my Revelations have been 
declared falle, and not truth. I have already informed you 
| car and e recal it to mind, that the | eff 4m 
aviour manifeſted Himſelf to me in a ſenſible perſonal appear 
ance; that He has commanded me to write what has been al- 
ready done, and what I have {till to do: that He was afterwards 
graciouſly, pleaſed to. endow me with the privilege of converſi 
with Angels and Spirits, and to be in fellowſhip with them. 
have already declared this more than once to your Majeſties in the 
| preſence of all the Royal F amily, when 15 were gracioully. 
pleaſed to invite me to their table with five Senators, and ſeveral 
other perſons; this was the only ſubject diſcourſed of during the 
repaſt, Of this J alſo ſpoke afterwards to ſeveral other Senators 
and more openly to their Excellencies Count de Teſſein, Count 
Bonde, and Count 2 460 J who are full alive, and who were 
atisfied with the truth of it. I have declared the ſame in 
Eo land, Holland, Germany, Denmark, Spain, and at Paris, 
A et Princes, and other particular perſons, as well as to 
thoſe in this Kingdom. If the common report is believed the 
Chancellor has declared, that what I have been reciting are un. 
truths, although the very trum. To ſay that they cannot believe 
and give. eredit to ſuch things, therein will I exeuſe them, for it 
is not in air others in the ſame ſtate that God has 
placed me, ſo as to be able to convince them by their own eyes 
and ears of the. truth of thoſe deeds and things I have made 
publicly known. I have no ability to capacitate them to c 
verſe with Angels and Spirits, neither to work miracles gen 
or force their. underſtandings, to comprehend what I ſay. When 
my writings at read with attention and cool reflection, (in which 
many things are to be met with as hitherto unknown) it is eaſy 
enough to conclude, that I could not 222 ſuch know 
but by a real Viſion, and converſe with t who are in th 
Spiritual World. As a further proof, I beſeech their Excelſen- 
cies to peruſe what is contained in my Treatiſe on Conjugal Love, 
age 14 to 1675 This book is in the hands of Count 
5 Ekſeblad, and Count de Bjelke. If any doubt ſhall fill re- 
main, I am ready to teſlify with the moſt ſolemn oath that can 
be offered in this matter, that I have ſaid nothing but eſſential 
and real Truth, without any mixture of deception. This knows 
ledge is given to me from our Saviour, not for any particular 
merit of mine, but for the great concern of all Chriſtians' Sal- 
vation and . — how ean any venture to 
aſſert it as falſe? That theſe tilings may appear fuch as many 
kt ö | bas 
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have had no Conception of, and of conſequence, that they cannot 
from thence credit, has nothing remarkable in it, for ſcarce any 
re —_— 9 87) 
II it is true that the Chancellor has wrote to the Conſiſtory at 
Gottenburg, in the terms which I haye related from the public 
rumour, it will give occaſion to conclude, that my writings 
contain errors, and that what I have declared to be revealed to 
me are falſities, which can in no wile be proved, unleſs conſtru- 
ed to a ſenſe I never intended. In ſuch a caſe, according to the 
laws on that head, I might be arreſted and ſhut up in a priſon, | 
ind all ehis without having been heard in my own defence. Tig 
is the motive of my having recourſe to your Majeſty for protec. 
tioh ; for ſince the eftiblifhnent of Chriſtianity and Liberty in 
our Country, it is a thing altogether unheard of, that any rſon 
das been proceeded againſt in the manner they have againſt me. 
On this intereſting affair, which concerns not only my writ 
ings, but alſo my perſon and reputation, I humbly requeſt your 0 
ajeſty, that the Rew Clergy may deliver in their opinion to 
yourſelf on that matter, likewiſe the minutes of the Council that 
examined the writings, and the letter ſaid to be forwarded by the 
Chancellor of Juſtice to the Conſiſtory at Gottenburg ; to the 
intent, that I may be informed thereof, and, as well as others of 
your” Majeſty's Subjects, be enabled to make a ſuitable reply, 
and heard in my own defence, poſſeſſing ehe like right and privi- 
leges to require it. | e en e e op. 
As to what relates to the Doctors Beyer and Roſeyn, of Gotten- 
burg, I adviſed them to nothing, but to addreſs themſelves to 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as a means of attaining to 
Heavenly Good and Bleſſedneſs, for He only has Jp in Hea- 
ven and Earth, as declared in Matth. xxviii. 18. As far as 1 
have been able to learn, they have ſaid no more. This js con- 
formable to the Augſbur Confeſſion, the Formula Cancorudiæ, 
and the whole of Sacred Writ. Yet theſe gentlemen have be- 
come no leſs objects of the moſt cruel perſecutions than myſelf, 
ariſing from the enmity of the Biſhop and Deacon of that town. 
IT can ſay the ſame of my writings, which I regard as another 
ſelf; and that all that this Deacon has laid to my charge, is mere 
ſcandal and lyes. I have further to intreat, that the two letters 
adjoined to this, which 1 wrote to Dr. Beyer, concerning this 
bulinels, may be nad.» ff dr NG Hroetaete s 
b E MANUEL E e oe | 
' The above. ad ddreſs was tranſlated from the French Tranſlation: 
5 nes and correfted by the Engliſh Tranſlation from the Swede 
opies. | | - 
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It is well known, that even eſſential Truth itſelf has been 
hated and rejected, and that it's children, who have preached it, 
have been deſpiſed and perſecuted ; ought we then to be ſurpriſed, 

if a diſciple of this Truth was alſo, at a period when fall; 


Ie wif- 
dom under the fine name of Philoſophy, in ſeeking to deſtroy it, 
and eſtabliſh itſelf on it's ruins, has attrafted by it's ſhowy tin- 
ſel, the reſpe& and admiration of men. Even in London, 


we are credibly informed, that ſome have ſet themſelves in op- 


poſition to theſe Writings, and attempted to depreciate their 
merit ; but notwithſtanding the efforts of his enemies, who ſought 
in his life time to deftroy his reputation, and' to decry the per- 
fection of his mind Ape virtues, he was ftill always well re- 
ceived in our Court of Sweden during the time of his ſtay at 
Stockholm. He was invited to ſup with all the Royal Family; and 
Senator Count Hopken, alſo Count de Teſſein, two very eftima- 
ble men, declared themſelves openly to be his friends, and made 
him frequent viſits, 5 | ge” 
/ _ Counſellor 
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The friends to the Honourable Author's Writings having lately 


ſcen ſome obſervations on them, tending to diſcountenance their pe- 


ruſal by the ſerious part of mankind, take this opportunity of decla- 
ring, from a long acquaintance with the Contents, that theſe Wri- 
tings, inſtead of meriting oppoſition from- any who lay claim to the 
Chriſtian name and nature, contain Truths highly worthy of their 
moſt mature and impartial attention; and ſo far from militating 
againſt the ſenſe of the Scriptures, reflect the higheſt honour on them 
ointing out in . innumerable inſtances their eſſential Holineſs and 
ivinity ; inſiſting that they contain the very Laws and Order of 
Heaven, by which all Chriſtian Men are to form 'their lives, 
and from which all Doctrine muſt be drawn.----They. take this op- 
portunity of obſerving, that they ſeek to enter into no diſputes with 
any, and having nothing but the welfare of Eternal Truth at heart, 
labour only to ſhew it's real and eſſential Divinity, the real and 
comprehenſible Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the greatneſs of 
our Redemption and Salvation by Him, and the neceflity of a per- 
fect Conformity of Life to all that is great and good; that they enter- 
tain and inculcate the moſt unbounded love to all mankind, regard- 
ing all the peculiarities of their forms as but ſecondary matters; and 
have only to wiſh, that thoſe who cannot join with them in an admi- 


ration of the great truths diſcoverable in E. Swedenborg's writings, 


would allow others a like ſhare of liberty in judging of religious mat- 
ters, az they themſelves lay claim to. | 


(44) 


_ Counſellor Sandel, Knight, being on a viſit to Mr. Sweden 
borg, and ſeeing a quantity of MSS, of his without any corrections 
or eraſures, lying on the table where he wrote, aſked him, if he 
took the trouble to copy them fairly out again for the preſs ? I 
Put theſe in that ſtate in writing them out the firſt time, anſwered 


the Author, for I am but a Secretary, who write from what is 


dictated to my Spirit. 


One who was a great follower of Behmen, aſked him at 
London what he N of that Author. He was a 2 
ome 


man, replied Mr. Swedenborg; it is a pity that he has let 
errors {lip into his writings, particularly on the Trinity. 8 
One aſked him if there was any truth in the Hermetic Philo- 
ſophy. Yes, replied he, I believe it is true, and one of the great- 
elt wonders of God; but I adviſe no perſon to engage in it. 
On arriving at Gottenburg from London, he was told that his 
houſe had been deſtroyed by the flames, in the great fire that burnt 
almoſt all the South Suburb of Stockholm, in 1759. No, an- 
ſwered Mr. Swedenborg, my houſe is not burnt ; the fire only 
reached to ſuch and ſuch a part. What he ſaid was true; and 
the thing was then of ſo recent a nature, that he could have had 
no particular account of it, either by a letter or any perſon, On 


this head, ſee Mr. Springer's letters, in which it appears, that he 


had predicted that ſuch a fire would happen. | 
| He was aſked one day, why fo few of the Eccleſiaſtics of 
Gottenburg adopted his ideas of the Sacred Scripture. It is, 


ſaid he, from the reaſon that they get confirmed in their prejudi- 


ces, during their ſtudies in the Academy and Schools, by the Soli- 


fidian Doctrine; but although they clearly perceive that what I ſay 
is true, yet their ambition, their felf-love, honour, and intereſt, 
| 8 combinedly ſo work on them, that they cannot declare openly 
. N | t 
He'had at times very ſtrong temptations, in which he prayed 
much. Thoſe who ſaw him in theſe ſtates ſuppoſed he was ſick ; 
but when delivered from them, he retutned , to God, and 


told thoſe who were troubled for him, God be eternally praiſed 


comfort yourſelves my friends, all has diſappeared or paſſed away; 


and reſt ſatisfied, that nothing happens to me but what the Lord 


permits, who never lays on us a burden more weighty on any, 


than we are able to bear. 


During 
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| ring the times the Diets were held, he was deſirous to know 
what paſled therein, when not preſent himſelf; for as the chief of 
a family he had a right to afl, 

the Kingdom; but when he perceived that the hatred and envy of 
the two parties increaſed, he went but very ſeldom amongſt 
them, becauſe his love for truth and juſtice always led him to 
vote accordingly. | : | 


Mr. Swedenborg gave every year a ſum of money to the 


of the pariſh, in whoſe diſtrict his houſe was. But he was 
vont to ſay, that good ought to be done with due diſcernment, 
without which we oft run' a riſk of doing a real evil by alms 

wen in. an inconſiderate manner. | | 


In his Journal for the year-1767, there is a note in his own 


hand-writing, in which he relates, that he had ſpoke with the 
great mufician Mr. de Roman, on the day of the interment 


| of his body, and at che very time of the celebration of his | 


Funeral. | | 55 
The Senator, Monfieur le Comte de Hopken, and the Wife of 
Mr. Swedenborg's Gardener, have confirmed me in the truth of 


the two following tranſactions. After the deceaſe of Mr. de 


Marteville, certain 22 came to demand a debt of his widow, 
a'C money, that they ſaid was due to them 
by her deceaſed huſband; this ſhe knew was not a juſt one, be- 
' cauſe it had been paid during his life-time; yet could not tell 
where the acquittance” was put. In her trouble, ſhe applied to 
Mr. Swedenborg, who informed her where it was on the next 
day, telling her he had ſpoke to her deceaſed huſband, who re- 
lated to him where he had put this agquittance, and that ſhe would 
find it in the particular place he deſcribed. The deceaſed perſon 
was alſo ſeen in a dream by his now: Widow, appearing dreſſed 
in the ſame morning gown he wore before his deceaſe, and hay- 
ing given her the ſame advice and marks, withdrew himſelf. She 
was fo frightened that ſhe awoke her chamber-maid that lay near 
her, and told her directly the whole account. The acquittance 
was found in the place that Mr. Swedenborg had told her it was. 
This account was univerſally known, both at Court and in Stock- 
holm, and every one related it according to his information. 


Another remarkable tranſaction. The Queen Dowager of 


Adolphus Frederick, and Siſter to the King of Pruſſia, having 
heard of the foregoing account, and ſeveral others ſaid to be done. 


by Mr. Swedenborg, told the Senator le Comte de Hopken, that 
ſhe wiſhed to ſpeak to him. The Count in going to carry the 
Queen's orders, met Mr. Swedenborg, who was going to the 


Palace, with a deſign to ſpeak to that Princeſs. After having con- 
EN ; D | verſed 
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verſed on various ſubjects, the Queen aſked him if he could know 
the contents of a letter that ſhe had wrote to her brother, the 
deceaſed Prince of Pruſſia; of which contents ſhe knew that no 
rſon in the world had any knowledge of, except that brother. 
Mr. Swedenborg told her, that he would recite the contents of _ 
that letter to her within a few days. He kept his word, and 
having drawn her Majeſty apart, he told her the whole contents 
of the ſaid letter, word for word. The Queen, who was far 
from ſuperſtitious, and endowed with a great ſhare of underſtand- 
ing, was ſtruck with the greateſt aſtoniſhment. She recounted 
this affair to others, which at length became generally known in 
Stockholm, and much talked of out of the Kingdom, where 
every one related it after his own way. | r 
This Queen being on a viſit at Berlin, after the death of the 
| King her huſband, ſome Academicians, whom ſhe had done the 
it honour to invite to her table, took the liberty to aſk her, if this 
itn account was true. She waved the ſubject by anſwering, Oh for | 
bid! the affair of the Counteſs de Marteville, it is certainly true; and ſaid 
wen nothing of what concerned herſelf. I had this from Mr. M—-, 
one of thoſe Academicians, unto whom this Princeſs afterwards 
made a preſent of ſome works of Mr. Swedenborg, which he 
wy friendly lent me. I afterwards procured them for myſelf ; 
and the ſatisfaction that I found in the re- peruſal of them, led me 
to tranſlate ſome of them into the French language; of which the 
Tranſlation . of the Treatiſe on Heaven and Hell, is of the 
number. | | 5 8 
- His Excellency, the Senator Count Hopken, wis is ſtill 
alive, and greatly eſteemed and as wag 9 jr the Swediſh Nation, 
on account of his profound ſagacity, for having conducted 
with the greateſt prudence, the affairs of the Kingdom in quality 
of Premier, or firſt miniſter, in the moſt violent and critical peri- 
od, aſked once of Mr. Swedenborg, why he had publiſhed in 
his writings, things which many people looked on as 3 
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matters and ſtories; and which apparently led them to deſpi 
the many admirable arguments contained in them. I received 
-an order from the Lord, to write and publiſh them, replied Mr. 
Swedenborg; therefore do not ſuppoſe, that without this ex- 
preſs order I ſhould have publiſhed things that I apprehended 
would be deemed as ſtories, and from being miſapprehended, 
would make me appear ridiculous in the eyes of many people. 
H 1 declare to them that I have received ſuch an order, t ey 
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will not believe me; and therefore I ſhall reſt ſatisfied with har- 
ing obeyed the orders of my God; and ſhall anſwer them as 
Paul to the Corinthians: Nos ftults propter Chriſtum, vos autem. 


prudentes in Chriſto: and, Si inſunimus, Deo inſammus, &. 


The ſame Senator obſerved to his Majeſty, King Guſtavus, that 


if the Swedes ſhould hereafter eſtabliſh an) Colony, the Doctrine 


which Swedenborg has publiſhed, as the Doctrine of the New 
Church of jeſus Chriſt, ought to be taught in it, becauſe that 
—.— to the principles he lays down, the Coloniſts would 
then truly poſſeſs the Love of God, and Charity as the end of all 


their actions; that they would be active, induſtrious, and intrepid 
in dangers, being verily perſuaded that what we call Death is 


no more than a paſſage from this life,, to one that is more hap- 


py; and in ſhort, that according to the interior and ſpiritual ſenſe 


contained within the letter of the Sacred — nothing 


would be found to excuſe their offences, Notwithſtanding the 
number of Viſits that he received from people of all ranks, he 
would never receive any particular ones, and more eſpecially 
thoſe of the female ſex, without one of his Domeſtics: being pre. 
ſent; and that his Viſitors always ſpoke in the language of the 
Country; the reaſon for which he gave was, I will have witneſſes: 
of my diſcourſe and conduct, that all. pretences to malicious: 
aſſertions and ſcandal may be taken away. - _ 5 


Tue following fact is a proof of what Ehave juſt obſemed; 


and which I have from the wife of Mr. Swedenborg's Gardener. 
Biſhop Hallenius, the ſucceſſor of Swedenborg's father, paying 
a viſit to Mr. Swedenborg, the diſcourſe hegan on the nature of 
common Sermons. Mr. Swedenborg told the Biſhop amongſt 
other things: you inſert things that are falſe in your's; on this, 
the Biſhop told the Gardener who was preſent to retire, but Mr. 
Swedenborg commanded him to ſtay. The converſation-went on, 
and both turned over the Hebrew and Greek Bibles, to ſhew the 
texts that were agreeable to their aſſertions: at length the con- 
verſation finiſhed, by ſome obſervations tending as -reproaches to 


the Biſhop on his Avarice, and various oy actions: you have 


already prepared yourſelf a place in Hell, ſaid Mr. Swedenborg; 
be, I predict that you will ſome months hence be at- 
tacked with a grievous illneſs, during which time the Lord will 


but, added 


ſeek to convert yon. If you da then open your heart to his holy 
inſpirations, your conyerſion will take place. When this hap- 
pens, write to me for my Theological Works, and I will ſend 
them to you. In ſhort, after ſome months had paſſed, an officer 


of the Province and Biſhoprick of Skara came to pay a vilit to 


Mr. Swedenborg. On veins aſked how the Biſhop Hallenius 
- 26 Be 2 | | 
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was; he has been very ill, replied the officer, but at preſent he 
is well recovered, and is become altogether another perſon, being 
now a Practiſer of what is good, full of probity, and returns 
ſometimes three or four fold of property, for what he had before 
unjuſtly taken into his poſſeſſion... This Biſhop was, from that 
time, even to the hour of Death, one of the greateſt: ſupporters 
of the Doctrine of the New Church of the Lord, and declared 
openly, that the Theglogical writings of Mr. Swedenborg were 
the moſt precious treaſures given for thee welfare of mankind. 
Mr. Swedenborg was of a very mild temper, yet juſt, and in- 
capable of perverting truth, for human reſpects or any other 
motive. Mr. Robſam, the Author of his Life, having aſked 
him if a certain Curate, who was greatly eſteemed in the Capi- 
tal on account of his flowery, Sermons, who was lately deceaſed, 
had a place in Heaven? No, ſaid Mr. Swedenborg, he went 
directly into the Abyſs ; for this Eccleſiaſtic left his devotion in 
the pulpit; he was not pious, but a hypocrite, proud, and greatly 
vain of the gifts he had recerved from Nature, and the s of. 
fortune he was continually ſeeking to acquire. Truly, falſe ap- 
pearances will ſtand us in no ſtead hereafter ; they were all ſepara- 
ted from him after his deceaſe; the maſł has fell off from him; and 
at that period it 1s manifeſt to all, whether the man is inwardly 
evil or good. e nod iran ihe ir enom 5 
The fame Mr: Robſam, having alſo aſked him in what manner 
he firſt begun to have his Revelations: I was at London, ſaid 
Mr. Swedenborg, and dined late at my uſual Inn, where I had a 
room kept for me; that I might have the liberty to meditate in 
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e on Spiritual things. 1 had felt myſelf preſſed by hunger, 
8 . very Nati. Towards ry end of BY meal, I 
perceived that a kind of miſt came over my eyes, and I faw the 
Door of the room covered with frightful reptiles, ſuch as ſer- 
pents, toads, caterpillars, and others; their number appeared to 
rncreaſe as the darkneſs did, but both foon paſſed away. After 
that, I ſaw clearly a Man in the midſt of a bright and ſhining Light 
fitting ina corner of theroom. I was alone, and you may judge 
of the conſternation I was in, when heard him pronounce dif- 
tinctly, and in a found of voice very capable of ftriking ter- 
ror, Eat not ſo much. After theſe words, my fight began to 
grow obſcure, but came too, little by little, and then I ſaw my- 
If alone in the room. Still a little frightened at what I had 
ſeen, I made haſte to my own apartment, without ſpeaking to 
any one of what had happened to me. I there reflected ſenouſ- 
ly on it, and could find no reaſon to ſuppole it to be an effect 
rom chance, or any phyſical cauſfe. 1 


- 


46 99 / 


The following night, the ſame Perſon appeared to me, ina 
trong ſhining light, and ſaid, —* I AM GOD THE Log, TAE 
CREATOR AND REDEEMER; I HAVE CHOSEN THERE T 


EXPLAIN; To MEN THE INTERIOR AND. SPIRITUAL SENSE 
OF THE SACRED WRITINGS: I WILL DICTATE UNTQ. THEE! + 


WHAT YOU OUGHT TO WRITE. I was not at all frightened 
now, and the hght with which He was e 
very bright and reſplendent, occaſioned no painful impreſſion on 
my eyes. He was clothed in Purple, and the viſion laſted a full 
ſuarter of an hour. That ſame night were the eyes of my 
oſed ſo that I might have a Spiritual Sight 


4 
9 


pirit opened, and dif 


of Heaven, the World of Spirits, and the Hells; and I found 
every-where many perſons: of my, own acquaintance, ſome of 


them deceaſed a long, and others but a ſhort-time. 


4x $4} d - 


From that day 1 gave up all my worldly occupations, that L 5 


might have leiſure to employ myſelf in Spiritual ones, in conſor- 
mity to the command I had receive. „ 
' * It happened often unto me aſter that period, that my Spiritual 
hight was opened ſo far, that I could ſee in the moſt clear and 
Uſtinct manner, what paſſed in the Spiritual World, and con- 
verſe with Angels and Spirits, in the ſame manner as I ſpeak 
ee eee er Os 
Mr. Swedenborg has related the ſame to the Doctors Beyer 
and Roſen, when he dined with the laſt, at his houſe at Gotten- 


burg. Some might perhaps ſay, that this Perſon was an angel of 
darkneſs, transformed into an Angel of Light, to ſeduce and de- 
ceive Mr. Swedenborg; but the Lord has taught us à certain 


maxim, by which we may know falſe Prophets and Hypocrites, 
and that is, By THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW" THEM, 
And in relation to this, He told the Phariſees, If ye ſhall KEER 
THE COMMANDMENTS of my Father, ye will underſtand 
what I ſay, and know if my Doctrine is from Cod or no. Did 


not the outward obſervers, the ſticklers for the doctrinal tras 
ditions of men, and the moſt outward or hufky part of Divine 


Writ, even ſay, that the Lord himſelf was a Fool or Madman, a 
Blaſphemer, that he was pop by the Devil, and that he did 
his miracles in the name and by the power of Beelzebub? Men 


who, as to the Internal ſlate of their lives, ſtand out of the order 


of Heaven, and whoſe reaſonings are of conſequence. correſ- 
pondent thereunto, cannot but form a wrong judgment of theſe 
things; but it is otherwiſe with thoſe who are real Chriſtians, ſo 
who have made good advances in that life, without which no man 


ſhall ſee: the Lord; and fach only are deemed competent judges 


of the contents of Swedenborg's writings, and of ** | 
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Let ſuch only read toſe writings impartially, and they will ſoon 
perceive, that the angel of darkneſs was either forced by God 


to teach the Truth, that is deſtructibe of his own. kingdom, or 
what is by far more reaſonable, that ſuch a one could in no wiſe 
be the author of the contents of thoſe writings, es. 


Mr. Roblam having aſked of the wife of Mr. Swedenborg's 


Gardener, if ſhe had ever obſerved any change in the counte- 
nance of her maſter, ſöon after he had converſed with Spirits, 
to this ſhe replied: Entering one day after dinner into his chamber, 


1 faw his eyes like unto a moſt bright flame: 1 drew back, ſay- 


ing, In the name of God, Sir, what has happened extraordinary 
io you, for you have a very particular kind of 1 
What kind of look have I, anſwered he? I then told him what 
had ſtruck me. Well, well, replied he (Which was his favourite 
expreſſion) don't be frightened, the Lord has ſo diſpoſed my eyes 
that by them Spirits may ſee what is in our world. In a fhort 
time this appearance paſſed away, as hne faid it would. I know, 
ſaid ſhe, when he has eoifvel with Heavenly Spirits, for there 
is a pleaſure and calm ſatisfaction in his countenance, which 
charms thofe that ſee it; but after he has converſed with evil 
Spirits, be has u forrowfulTook; 919995 54 mts moet bent 
Mr. Swedenborg did not make any preparations for his voyage; 
he was wont to go without any ſervant, .in an open Coach from 
Stockholm to Conebats; and from thence by Sea. I know, 
fays Mr. Robſam, two Captains of Veſſels who have carried hir 
from Sweden to England, and have brought him back from 
thence. The name of one was Harriſon, the other Browel. 
The firſt told me, that . Mr. Swedenborg kept himſelf to his bed 


almoſt all the time of the voyage, ſpoke much when [apparently 
alone, and always anſwered any queſtions he put to him with 


rom ſagacity. When he is on board my Ship, 1 have obſerved 


hat I have the moſt favourable wind; and could 1 always have 
him, 1 would carry him very ey ins, for nothing.“ Browel 


faid the ſame thing: he carried Mr. 


wedenborg from London 
to Stockholm, in a very remarkable ſhort ſpace of time. When 
I ſpoke of this to Mr. Swedenborg, he replied; “I haye always 
been particularly favoured. in my Sea voyages. | 

I met him in his carriage, when he was going to London, on 
his laſt voyage but one, and aſked him, how he durſt undertake 
ſo long a voyage at the age of 80: do you think added I, that I 

all ſee you return hither ? Be not uneaſy, my friend, ſaid he, if 


you live we ſhall ſee one another again, for I have yet another 
yage of this kind to make. He returned accordingly. The 


VO 
laſt tune of his departure from Sweden, he came to {ee me on ths 
1 e | dauay 


. 


le A % 


day he was to ſet out, and I then aſked him if we ſhould meet 
again. He anſwered me in a tender and touching manner, I do 
not know whether I ſhall return; but am aſſured, I ſhall not die 
before I have finiſhed the publication of the book, intitled, True 
Chrifhan Religion, and for Which only I am now about to de- 
part. But ſhould we not ſee one another more in this lower 


world, we-ſhall in the prefence of the Lord our good Father, if N 


ſo be that we oblerve to do his commandments. He then took 
a chearful leave, and went with an apparent vigour oſ body, of 
a man of thirty years of age. WY e eee 

Some time before this laſt voyage, he had petitioned his 
Majeſty the King Adolphus 3 to expedite letters to the 
Conſiſtories of 92 Kingdom, for the examination of his writ- 
ings, and to enjoin them to give their advice on the contents: 
but the Conſiſtories did not do it. ' | 


7 


putting his hand on Mr. Swedenborg's ſhoulder, added; We 


may conclude: that they have found noting prpephenſible in them, 


that you have wrote in conformity to Truth.“ 


# . 


Koh EEE i 
From C. SPRINGER, ESQ. to L' ABBE PERNETTY, Librarian 
e e e nee eee 
SIR ee e e Het T6 . e, e e 
DY the letter that you honoured me with, dated Berlin the 
10 6th of laſt December, and which came late to hand, I per- 
ceive that you deſire to have ſome of the works publiſhed by the 
deceaſed Aſſeſſor, Emanuel Swedenborg ; as alſo a relation o 

the particulars that paſſed at my meeting with him during his 
life-time; and/that my friends, Meſſrs de Nordenſkjold, 1 
directed you to me for ſuch information; in regard to which, I 
ſhall ſatisfy your deſires on thoſe heads, ſo far forth as my ſtrength 
and ſight will permit me, which have failed me conſiderably 
within the laſt two years, and which on my approaching near to 


my 79th year is indeed leſs to be wondered at. | 
It is to be obſerved, that Aſſeſſor Swedenborg was not a 


Count, but a ſimple Gentleman ſo far as the year 1719. His 


father Jeſper Swedberg was Biſhop of Skara, and a man of 
great learning; but this Emanuel Swedenborg was _—_ of 


2 
7 . 

* 

* 
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The King having met Mr. Swedenborg, told him, The Con- 
ſiſtories have been ſilent on my letters, and your writings; and 


generally known; and that you propoſe beginning with that in- 


2 


1 32) 


: Cod with greater endowments. His knowledge and ſincerity 


were both very remarkable. He was conſtant in friendſhip, ex- 


tremely ſober in his diet, and plain in his clothing. His com- 
mon food was bread and butter, and milk Coffee; yet at times 


he was wont to eat a litte fiſh, but eat very ſeldom any meat, or 


drank above two glaſſes of wine. He diſregarded places of 
honour, and therefore determined, about the year 1740, to — | 


his diſcharge from the place he was appointed to: but the King 


granted him a penſion of the moiety of the ſalary of his place, 


which he enjoyed to the time of his deceaſe. It gives me a very 


particular pleaſure to underſtand that you, Sir, intend to tranſlate 


ſome of his works, to the intent that they may become more 
titled, “ Arcana Cœleſtia. It is in 8 vols. and ſells for _ 
Guineas, or Eight Livres, Eight Shillings Sterling. His laſt 
Tract, intitled, Coronts ſeu Appendix ad Veram Chriſtianam Religi- 
nem, ſells for Two Shillings. 1 293 19 ak | 

The expence for the carriage may be about Three Shillings 
more, ſo that the total will amount to Eight Livres Sterling, 
Thirteen Shilliogs. An opportunity of ſending them by Ham- 
burg, may be found during any month in the year. | 

I] waited, Sir, on the Count de Luzi, and informed him of 
your commiſhon to me reſpetting theſe: books, He told me, 


that he had not received any advice but as he was well acquaint- 


ed with you it was ſufficient, and that he would take on him to 
advance the money for the purchaſe of the Books; adding 


atterwards, that it might not be amiſs, that you ſhould be inform. 


ed of the high price of them before they were ſent. It will 


therefore intirely * you, Sir, to inform me whether you 


with to have them ſent. | | 

I apprehend, Sir, that you muſt be poſſeſſed of another Latin 
Work, of the deceaſed Mr. Swedenborg, intitled, De Cœlo et 
Inferno. I could with nevertheleſs, that you were alſo poſſeſſed 
of the Engliſh Tranſlation of that work, which was performed 
by the learned Dottor in Divinity, Thomas Hartley : in the 


margin of that work, are to be met with Notes and Obſervations 


of the Tranſlator.— His Treatiſe coſts Ten Shillings. - 

This Doctor Hartley has likewiſe tranſlated into Engliſh, with 
Notes and learned Obſervations, a ſmall Treatiſe of the late Mr. 
> wedenborg, intitled, 4 Theofophic Lucubration, on the nature 
of Influx, as it reſpets the Gommunication and 2 the 
Saul and Body, in ꝗto. The price of that tranſlation is Two 
Shillings and dixpence; it concludes with a letter from the late 


* 
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connections. 


Mr. 8 wedenborg, to W concerning 5 his family and 


is, Neva Hiereſolyma, &c. This alſo has been tranſlated into 


Engliſh, but is imperfect.“ The Latin copy is therefore more 


worthy of peruſal on this account, than that edition. It may 
not be * to obſerve, that although this tranſlation is imper - 
feR, there is not, as I am informed, a copy to be ſold. As to 
the Arcana Celeftia, I am told that there are but two ſets of the 
232 to be met with, one of which I have retained for youj 
ervice. 2 


I ſhall now procegd to ſatisfy the deſire you have, Sir, of be · 


ing informed of the diſcourſes I had with the faid Mr. Sweden- 


borg, as well by ourſelves, as in the preſence of others; but I 
muſt here obſerve, that as there was much, it would be too 
difficult to relate the whole. | | 


It is certain, that two or three weeks before his deceaſe, and 


not two or three days (as his opponents infinuate), I aſked him, 
when he believed that 'the New Jeruſalem, or the New Church 
of God, would be manifeſted, and if this manifeſtation would 
take place in the four quarters of the World? His anſwer was, 


that no mortal could declare the ume, no, not even the Celeſtial 


| Angels; and that it was ſolely in the will of God. Read, ſay: 


he, the Revelations, Chap. xx1. 2; and Zechariah, Ch p. xiv. 293 
and” you will find therein, that it is not to be doubted, but that 


the New Jeruſalem”[Diſpenſation] wilt manifeſt itſelf to all the | 


I queſtioned him alfo concerning the letter that was wrote 
che Queen of Sweden, to her brother the deceafed Margrave ; 
he replied, much of the common report is true, and part of it 


not ; but perhaps the whole of the matter is better wn at 


Berlin, {than in other parts.] (f) | 


The Extracts from the Arcana Cœleſtia were omitted in hat 


Edition. ä 4 : 

| + A friend to Mr. Swedenborg's writings was informed of the 
ollowing particulars reſpecting this tranſaction, by the writer of the. 
above letter, which containing ſome things not found in the account 
related in ths Anecdotes, is inſerted for the reader's peruſal.— The 
Queen had ſent ſome Letters of a ſecret nature to her brother, a 
Prince iy Pruſſia, and being deſirous to know whether he had re- 
ceived them, ſhe conſulted Mr, Swedenborg concerning it, who 
told her he would inform her whether he had or not in a A | 
On his going to the Queen at the time appointed, he told her that 
ker brothex had received — and was going to anſwer them, and 


There is alſo a ſmall Volume in 8vo. the Latin title of which 


—_—_— 


a 


* 


„ | 
T then aſked him whether it was true, as I was informed # 
was, that when he was at Gottenburg, (a Swediſh town about 
60 Swediſh miles from Stockholm) he had foretold to his friends 
Gree days before the arrival of the poſt, the particular hour of p 
e beginning of the great fire that happened at Stockholm; to 
which he replied, that it was exactly true. 
I put to ES alſo many queſtions concerning Charles the XII. 

h of * and received ſurpriſing anſwers from him on that 

ad. 

I ſhall now proceed to relate to you, Sir, what I have ſeen and 
heard of him. Fifteen years ago, Mr. Swedenborg was about to 
depart for Sweden, and deſired me to procure him a good 
Captain, which I did. 1 made the agreement with a perfor: 
named Dixon. Mr. Swedenborg's effects were carried on board 
the veſſel; and as his apartment was at ſome diſtance from the 
port, we took for that night a chamber at an Inn near it, becauſe 
the Captain of the Veſſel was to come and fetch him in the 

morning. He went to bed, and I went to fit in another room 
with the perſon of the houſe, with whom I was converſing. 
We both heard a remarkable noife, and could not apprehend 
what it could be; and therefore drew near to a door, where there 
was a little window that looked into the Chamber where Mr. 
Swedenborg lay. We ſaw him with his hands raiſed towards hea- 
ven, and his body in thegreateft agitation. He ſpoke much for 
the ſpace of half an hour, but we could underſtand nothing of 
what he faid, except, that when he let his hands fall down, we 
heard him fay with a loud voice, My God! But we could not 
hear what he fad more. He remained afterwards very quietly 
in his bed. I entered into the Chamber with the maſter of the 
houſe, and aſked him if he was ill. No, ſaid he, but J have had 
a long diſcourſe with fome of the Heavenly Friends, and am as 
this tim- in a violent ſwear, 155 C 
As his effects were embarked on board the veſſel, he aſked tht 
perſon of the houſe to let him have a Shirt; he then went again, 
to bed, and flept till morning, When the Captain of the Veſſel 
came to fetch Mr. Swedenborg, IT took my leave of him, and 
wiſhed him a happy voyage: having then aſked the Captain if he 
was provided with good and neceſſary proviſions, he aaſwered 
i 8 a . * %. vs pe n - 3 0 me, 
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that in the Eſcrutore of the Prince was an unfiniſhed letter, that 
was intended to have been ſent to her, before his deceaſe. On this 
ſhe ſent to the King of Pruſſia, and the letter was found as My 8 
Swedenborg had predicted, which the King ſeat to her. 2 


o 


Ws 


4 & 7 


me, thathe had as much as was needful for the voyage, On this 
Mr. Swedenborg faid. “ My friend, we have not need of a great 
quantity; for this day week we ſhall, by the aid of God: enter 
« into the port of Stockholm, at Two o'Clock.” On Captain 
Dixon's return, he related to me that this happened exactly as 
Mr. Swedenborg had foretold.  ' _T A 5 
Two years afterwards, Mr. Swedenborg returned to London, 
where we continued our ancient friendſhip. He informed me, 
that he had ſent his works to the Swediſh Biſhops, but without 
fruit, and that they were received by them with the ſame in- 
difference, as he had experienced on the part of the Engliſh 
ones, I obſerved a remarkable change amougſt the Biſhops in 


London, for before his voyage to Sweden, they received his 


works with indifference, but after it with great reſpect. I aſked 
him from whence this change huppeticd # He replied, «** God 
knows the time when his Church onght ro commence.” 

His intimate friends here, were the DoQor in Divinity, 
Thomas Haitley ; the deceaſed Doctor in Philoſopy, Hampe, a 
learned man 4. was Preceptor to George the I!; and the 
Doctor in Medicine, Meſſetter; but Doctor Hartley, a man of 


profound Science, and a true ſervant of God, was his moſt in- 


timate friend. It was he who tranſlated into Engliſh (as was 
obſerved above) the work of Mr. 5wedenborg, intitled, De 
Cale et Inferno, with, the learned obſervations thereon; as alſo 
that which is intitled, A'Theo/ophic Lucubration on the Nature of 


Influx, with Notes of a like kind. This Doctor is ſtill alive, 


but far advanced in years 

As to what relates to myſelf, I cannot, Sir, paint out the reaſon 
of Mr, Swedenborg's great regard for me, who am not a man of 
literature, It is true, that we were good friends in Sweden, but 
that this friendſhip ſhould continue between us with ſuch con- 
fancy as it did, is what I did not expett. 


The wi ole of what he has related to me, concerning my 


deceaſed friends and enemies, and of*th? ſecrets which exiſted 


only between them and me, is almoſt paſt belief. He even ex- 
plained to me in what manner the peace was concluded, between 
Sweden and the King of Pruſſia; and praiſed my condutt on 
that occaſion. He pointed out to me the three Great Perſonages, 
whole ſervices I made uſe of in that circumſtance, which wag 
nevertheleſs a great ſecret betwixt us. I aſked him how he 
could be inſtrutted of theſe particulars, and who had diſcovered 
them to him: to which he replied, ** Who informed me of 
« your affair with Count de C— E—d! You cannot deny the 
* truth of what I have juſt related to ygu. Continue, added he, 
CLUE MM i 
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©« to merit his reproaches ; depart not from the good way, eſther 
for honours or money; but contrariwiſe, continue as conſtant + 
therein, as you have been hitherto, and you will proſper.” 

I wiſh, Sir, that I u as capable of reporting to you all that he 
told me; but I muſt finiſh my letter, in aſſuring you of the 
eſtcera with which I am | ff | 
LoNDpon, JAN. 18th, 1782, 


This Letter, as well as the preceding Anecdotes, were direc. - 
— the Tranſlator of the French Treatiſe on Heaven and 
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WRITTEN BY 


The Hon. EMAN. SWEDENBORG, 


L. E TEA IL 


oe Excellency the AMBASSADOR. 


Paſſed the Winter at Amſterdam, and during that period, 
J publiſhed an Explication of St. John's Revelation, intitled, 
1 Revelata, containing Secrets hitherto unrevealed. 


I have ſent your Excellency Twenty Copies of the ſame. Meſſrs 


Howen and Zoon are — er the Captain who has the 


care of them, Of this Work 1 have ſent Two Copies to the 
Cardinal de Rohan, Two to the Royal Society of Sciences; 


Two to our Secretary of State, and One for the Royal . 
In the ſame work are inſerted various Memorable Relations of 


my intereourſe with the Spiritual World: they are feparated 


from the text of the Work by Aſterics, and are to be ſound at 
the end of the Explication of each Chapter: as they contain 
ſeveral remarkable particulars, they may probably excite the 
reader to their firſt peruſal. Beſides this, I have publiſhed a 
new method of finding out the Longitude, which I diſcovered 
in my youth, Of this I ſend your Kaahllingy Ten Copies, to 
communicate to thoſe who have a knowledge in Aftrenomy. If 


your Excellency pleaſes, ſhould a ſuitable opportunity preſent 

itſelf, I ſhall efteem ita favour, if you will ſend Two Copies to 

the Royal Society at Berlin, I ſhall ſet out this week for London, 
i propoſe ſlaying about ten weeks; and ſhall be informed, 


by Baron Nolken, if the Book is arrived. 
L'ETTER EK 


To the SEtEcrETARY of STATE. 


Have at laſt finiſhed the Explication of St. John's Revele. 
I tions, circulated them round to all the Univerſities in Hol. 
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Serenty Copies to Stockholm, of which your honour will pleaſe 
to take Ten, and give Five to the following Senators : Senator 
Hopken; Senator Schetfer; and Noxdencrantz, Counſellor of 
Commerce; Biſhop Menander ; and Biſhop Serenius: the other 
Five you will be pleaſed to diſpoſe of amongſt your friends. I 
deſire the e Sixty to be kept ſafe until I return home, 

ibute them amongſt the Academies and 


— . * 


meaning to diſtri 


Libraries in Sweden, and to Clergymen qualified for a more 


than ordinary ſtation, I deſign to preſent Four to the Court, and 
the remainder to the Univerſities and Seminaries in foreign parts. 
Sir, it will give me great pleaſure to hear of your's and your 
dear Father's welfare. . ee 
e ein Feu . 


Fi. S. I ſhalldeyart this Week for London. 
EW 


Extract of Aſſeſſor SwEDENBORG's Letter, dated Srocxno u,. 
October zoth, 1769, and ſuppoſed to be written to Dr. 
© Daran, in Gorrsu suse , 


* "IX -. 
* 8 , * LN 
* {2 "AP 


' Arrived at Stockholm the beginning of this month, and Was 
A Kindly. received by all Clafſes of people, and inſtantly 
invited by their Royal Highneſſes the Hereditary Prince and his 
Conſort, with both of whom T had a long converſation. I have 
alſo ſeen ſeveral Senators and heads of the Parliament, and ſome 
of the Biſhops, who all behaved very kind and affable to me, ex. 
cept Biſhop F. On being informed that my Copies of the work, 
De Amate Conjugiali, were ſtopped at Norkioping, I inquired of 
ſeveral Biſhops from Acbo, Weſtmanland, Gothland, and Sundete, 
how matters ſtood reſpecting my writings, who all aſſured me; 
that they knew no other bur that, the Books were taken care of, 
leſt any part of them {liould be loſt before my return home; but 
that Biſhop F. had made a repreſentation of the matter to the 
Clergy, who had given him no anſwer, and much leſs conſented 
to any confiſcation, and that his motion was not accepted- or 
minuted down in the proceedings of the Court; and conſequent. 
ly that none of the Clergy, except that Biſhop, bore any, part 
in it; whom I ſaw, hut had little diſcourſe with, he having 
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b ® The preſent King of Sweden. 


S > 
fet Wmfelf in opyolithe to chem. Vet the malice of this os 
eanhot avail in this matter, for I have brought over 38 er 
of this work with me, and ſent over five of them "before : 
half of which number I have delivered and ſent to the Ring 
Senators, Biſhops, and others, ſo that there will till be ſome le 
in Stockholm, for future occaſions. I think of ſending thoſe 
2 uf ſtopt at Norkioping abroad, where they are much 
ired, - 

I ſend herewith, a title Treatiſe, ; print in London: called; 
De Commercto Anime ei Corporis, which has been ſent to the Aca- 
demies and Univerſities in England and France, Pleaſe" to 
peruſe the latter pcs of it; this is already tranſlated in Engliſn- 1 
on! adviſed wi B. reſpeQing the little Treatiſe, intitled, 
| Summary Expoſition of the Doctrinb of the New Church 

aefiring him at the ſame time to take care not to let it paſs into 
other people's hands, on account that there are but very ſew in 


Sweden, whoſe underſtandings are receptive of true Divinity, 


and therefore the Light that is given from the Word of God, 
is not received by them. By what is ſaid in St. Paul to the 
| Romans; chap. ifi. 28, and Galat. v. 16, is not meant an im- 
Faith of the merits of Chriſt, but real Faith in Jeſus, 


which is Faith eſſentially from Him, and in Him. Neither are 


the works of the Law of the Decalogue meant in thofe places; 
but the works of the Moſaic Law, proper to the Jews. y do 
not underſtand Rom. iv. of the Imputation of the preſent 
Church, nor will they be enlightened — ſuch ſcripture — ad 
concerns the Son of God, not from Eternity, but conceived in 
ume from Jehovah God, and born of the Virgin Mary, accord. 
ing to the very words themſelves, i in St. Lüke, chap. i. on 2, 3% 

Mia : Epi 


tt. chap. iii. 17. Chap. Xvii. 5. John xx. 31. 
of John, chap. v. 20, 21, and other places. This is "Ukewiſe 


agreeable to the Apoſtolic Creed, where no other Son of God is 
mentiohed, and confiquintly the Primitive Church knew of 
no other. 

That a Son of God from Eternity was inſerted i in the Nicons 
and Athanaſian Creeds; aroſe from that the framers of 


3 found no other or better way to refuſe and baniſh the Arian er- 


xors and hereſy : but the Apoſtolic Creed teaches: no fuch 
Cs, . I therefore ſtrictly cleave and adhere to the Apoſtolic 
urcn:. 


available, or forbid by any ſoęiety of * 2606 whatever, who pro- 
feſs Chriſtianity, and leſs by the Lutherans, who hold what is 


Fontained in the Auguſtian Confeſſion, page 19; alſo in the 
; Apology, 


To call on God the Saviour, can in no wife be denied as un- 


(4) 


Apology, page 226, and that in Chriſt Mad is Gon, AND 
Gop MAN, as already mentioned, In the Formula Concordia 
3 to be 15 = | . — pay ry io of a uns 
rinity as the object of Faith, page : page 138; but 
what 5 in reality a true Ex —. * the Divine Trinity in 
God the Saviour, as ſhall be fully demonſtrated in that work 
which I intend laying before the public within the ſpace of two 


bliſhed, as an abſtraQ of it, and'preparative for it's reception. 
This treatiſe has been diſperſed throughout Chriſtendom, Swe- 
den excepted, and that from the reaſon that true Divinity exiſts 
there but in it's Wintry State; and in general towards th 
North Pole, there is a greater length of Spiritual Night, than i 
the ſouthern parts, — therefore thoſe who ſtand in that dark 
neſs, may be ſuppoſed to kick and ſtumble more than others, 
againſt every thing in the New Church, that is the produce of an 
unprejudiced reaſon and underſtanding ; yet at the ſame time we 
are-to admit of ſome exceptions to this obſervation in the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical order. ile Wo e e 
I apply to myſelf what our Saviour ſays to his diſciples, Matt. 
chap. x. 16. What has been related concerning ſome remarkable 
particulars of a woman in her dying hours, was wrought through 


her thoughts in Converſation, as to effect a conjunction with 
ſuch Spirits as ſhe then ſpoke of. In the hour of Bond: it hap- 
s at times to ſome people, that they are in the Spirit. The 
Spirits who firſt ſpoke — that woman, were of the Dra- 
gon's Society, that were caſt out of Heaven, agreeable to the 
iction in the Revelations, chap. xii. They are from thence 
ecome ſo filled with enmity and hatred towards our Saviour, 
and conſequently towards his Holy Word, and all that belongs 
to the New Church, that they cannot even bear to hear the 
name of Chriſt mentioned. When the Sphere of the Lord pro- 
ceeding from the Heavens lights on them, they become as mad, 
and in a terrible rage; and directly ſeek to hide themſelves. in 
holes and caverns, as ſpoken of in the Revelations, .chap. vi. 16. 
Your deceaſed wife was with me yeſterday, and informed me 
of a variety of things, of what ſhe thought, and had ſpoken to 
you her huſband, and the ſeducers. Were I at this time near 


not admit of being ſent in writing. - 
| EMANUEL SWEDENBORG, 


ars. In the mean time the Summary Expoſition has been 


the impreſſion of two Clergymen, who ſo directed and employed | 


you, I could relate a number of things on this head, which will 
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P. S. This letter may be ſhe wn to others, and alſo c opied or 
| jon if deemed neceſſary. Fwo'Hon. Gentlemen in London 
| have ſent me an Invitation from thence, and I have almoſt re- 


— * 5 1 
Ca 


| ſolved on going there the enſuing ſpring. 
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a Aſſeſſor SWEDEN BORG“'s two Anſwers to Letters received 


Dafs EH Tranſlation. 


Arrived this day from my voyage to England and Holland, 
and received the two letters you ſent me, one of which is 
dated the 13th of October, 1765, and for both of which I return 
you many thanks. There are five Treatiſes under the Title, Ex 
Auditis et Vifis, that is, from what I have perſonally heard and 
ſeen reſpecting them, and are as follows: 1. The Treatiſe on 
Heaven and Hell. 2. Of the New Jeruſalem, and it's — 


Doctrine. 3. Of the Laſt Judgment. + 4+ Of the White Horſe. - 


mentioned in the Revelations. 5. Of the Worlds im the Univerſe. 


I I this year publiſhed the work, intitled, „ The Revelations 


Revealed,” which was promiſed in the Treatiſe on the Laſt Judg- 
ment, and from all which writings it may be plainly ſeen that I 
converſe with Angels. Every perſon may ſee that by the: New 
| Jeruſalem is meant a New Church or Congregation, the Docs 
trines and Articles of whoſe Faith cannot ſhine in their true 
ſplendor, and give light to others, without the Divine Aid, be- 
cauſe only figuratively deſcribed in the Revelations, that is to 
ſay, according to Correſpondence ; and the true Doctrine of it 
cannot be publiſhed through the World, but by ſuch unto whom 
the needful Revelation is made. I can ſacredly and ſolemnly de- 


clare, that the Lord himſelf has been ſeen of me, and that he 


has ſent me to do what I do, and for ſuch purpoſe has he opened 
and enlightened the Interior part of my Soul, which is my Spirit, 
ſo that 1 can ſee what is in the Spiritual World, and thoſe that 
are therein; and this privilege has no been continued to me for 
twenty two years. But in the preſent ſtate of Infidelity, can 
the moſt ſolemn oath make ſuch a thing Credible, or to be 
believed by any? Yet ſuch as have received true Chriſtian light 
and underſtanding, will be convinced of the Truth contained in 
my writings, which are particularly evident in the book of the 
Revelations Revealed. W indeed has hitherto known any 


from the Superintendant OsTINGER, tranflated from the” 
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( 42 ) 
thing of conſideration of the True Spiritual Senſe and Meaning of 
the Word of God, the Spiritual World, or of Heaven and Hell; 
the nature of the Life of Man, and ſtate of Souls after the de- 
ceaſe of the Body) Is it ſuppoſed that theſe and other things of 
a like conſequence are to be eternally hidden from Chriſtians ? 
That many very important particulars relating to them are at 
this day revealed for the firſt time, is done in regard to the New 
1 and for the ſake, of the New Church, becauſe the 
lembeis thereof are endowed with a capacity to apprehend them, 
which others might alſo have, were it not for their weak unbelief 
of the poſſibility of ſuch things being made known to any, and 
by them to the world. Theſe writings of mine do not come 
under the term of Prediction, but Revelations. Live well, and 
continue in it. | | > IK 2 | 
- I remain your moſt ready Servant, 


EMANUEL SWEDENBORG. 


Another Anſwer from Aſſeſſor SwEDENBORG to Mr. OSTING ER. 


won | hs our Interrogation, if there is occaſion for any Signs 
of an Extraordinary Kind to confirm Mankind that 1 
am ſent from the Lord to do what I do? I have in reply to ob. 
ſerve, that at this day no Signs or Miracles will be given, be- 
cauſe they operate only to an'outward dead belief, and do nat 
avail ſo as to convince the Inward State of the mind agreeable 
to the State of Free-Will given to Man by the Lord, as the pro» 
per means of his Regeneration. That miracles only operate to 
an Exterior Faith or Belief, may be ſeen from the little effect 
they had on the people in Egypt, and the Children of Iſrael in 
the Deſert, when the Lord [Jehovah deſcended on Mount Sinai in 
their preſence: and from what effect _ had on the Jewiſh Na- 

tion, when they ſaw all the miracles our Saviour performed before 
them; for after all, did they not crucify him at laſt? So if the 
Lord was to appear now in the ſky, attended with Angels and 
Trumpets, it would have no other effect than it had then. See 
Luke xvi. 29, 30, 31. The Signs that will be given at this day, 
will be an Illumination of the mind from the flowing Graces and 
Knowledge of the Lord, together with the reception of the Truths . 


ef the New Church, which will farm the mind to a jult * 
* | | / £ "We Wag 
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#. 


EE ( 543") 
rin of Heavenly Truth, that will work more effectually than any 


Miracles. | 93 
24Qd. You aſk me, if I have ſpoke with the Apoſtles? To which 
I reply, I have. I have ſpoken at times, during the ſpace of one 
whole year with Paul, and particularly of what is mentioned in 
the Epiſtle to the Romans, chap. iii. 28. I have moreover ſpoken 
three times with John; once with Moſes; and I ſuppoſe a hun- 
dred times with Luther, who owned to me 'that, contrary to-the 
advice and warning of an Angel, he had received the Doctrine of 
— by Faith alone, merely by itſelf, and that with the in- 
tent that he might make an intire ſeparation from Popery. But 
with the Angelic Order I have ſpoke and converſed for theſe 
twenty two years paſt, and daily continue to 2 with them, 
they being ſent of the Lord as Aſſociates. There was no occa- 
ſion to mention this in my Writings; for had I done it, who 
would have believed it? Would they not alſo have ſaid, Do Mi- 
racles firſt, and then we will believe? OP a 

3d. Why from Philoſophy I have been choſen to this office? 
Unto which I give for anſwer, that the Spiritual Knowledge 
which is — * at this day muſt have been firſt rifonably 
Jearned and naturally underſtood, becauſe Spiritpal Truths anſwer 
unto Natural ones, inaſmuch as theſe originate and flow from them. 
That what is Spiritual is ſimilar unto, and correſponds with 
What is Human or Natural, or belonging to the Terreſtrial Orb, 
may be ſeen in the Treatiſe on Heaven and Hell, n. 87 to 102, 
and 103 to 115. I was on this account, by the Lord's Providence, 
firſt prepared by an Introduction into the Natural Sciences, and 
that from the year 1710to 4744; and at that time Heaven was open- 
ed unto me, Every one is morally educated and Spiritually born 
from the Lord, by being led from what is Natural to what is Spi- 
ritual. Moreover, the Lord has beſtowed his Graces on me fo 
as to form in me a love of Spiritual Truth, which operates not 
with any view to worldly profit, but merely for the ſake of 
Truth itſelf: indeed every one who loves Truth merely from a regard 
to it's own intrinſic worth, receives ſuch love from the Lord, he 
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trinal Notion, which was brought from the Popiſh into the Pro, 
teſtant Church, viz. that ordinate Reaſon ſhall be held captive 


under Obedience to what may be taught as Faith, has, as it were, 


locked up all the doors of the Church; and what can open them, 


if not an enlightened Underſtanding, teaching the Genuine Truths 
that relate to it from the Lord? See the Book of the Revelations 
Revealed, n. 8, 14. | | | „ ONT ©3 8 0 

It concerns me that you have been troubled for tranſlating a 
few remarkable accounts from the Explication of the Scriptures, 


intitled, Arcana Czleſtia; but what ſuffers at this day more thay K 
It, 


Truth itſelf? How few there are who have an ability to ſee 
or rather will 5 their eyes to ſee it! Therefore be not weary, 
but indefatigable in defending of truth, 8 f 
I am your moſt ready and: willing Friend, 


E MANUEL SWEDENBORG, 


* 


Stackbolm, Sept. 11, 1760. : 
; f ” 1 5 

r 

* To a Perſon whoſe name is not mentioned. | * 


F HAD lately the honour to ſend you a Copy of a Work that 
1 I had publiſhed at this place, and which contains an Abridg. 
ment of all the Doctrinal points treated of in all my other Wri. 
_ I think of T a tour to Leyden in a few weeks' time, 
and ſh 


of 


of 


all be glad to be informed of the opinion of the learned in 


our city, reſpecting this Work. 
Ney. Bookſeller in Amſterdam. 


LE TTT RN 


An AuswER to a LETTER from the Rev. T. II. 


It is fold by John Chriſtian 


1 Take pleaſure in the friendſhip ou expreſs for me in your : 


Letter, and return you thanks for the ſame ; but as to the 


praiſes therein, I conſider them as belonging, to the truths con, 
* 4 * . 4 

in my writings, and ſo refer them to the Lord our Saviour 
due, who is in himſelf the fountain of all truth. It is 


cluding part of your letter that chiefly engages my at- 
$ | . | tengion, 


( 4s )) 


| Anden en you ſay as follows: * As after your depatyureg 


from England diſputes may ariſe on the ſubje& of your wxit- 
« ings, and ſo give occaſion to — _= —_ inſt ſuch 
* falſe reports and aſperſions, as they who are no friends to truth 
may invent to the prejudice of his reputation, may it not he f 


* uſe, in order to 1 any calumnies of that kind, that you 
leave behind you ſhort account of yourſelf, as concerg- 


ing, for example, your degrees in the Univerſity, the offices 
you have borne, your family and connections, the honouss 


{ hich ere ar born dr tze you and bee. 


particulars as may ſerve. to the vindication of your charactet. 
if attacked, that ſo any ans prejudices may be obviat- 


ed or removed; for where the honour and intereſt of truth a 
concerned, it certainly behoves us to employ all lawful methods 


iin it's defence and ſupport. After reflecting on the foregoing 
i E I was induced to — with your — advice, by 
briefly communicating che following circumſtances of my life. 
I was born at Stockholm in the year of our Lord 1699 Jan. 
My father's name was Jeſper Swedberg, Who was Bith 


of Weſt-Gothia, and of celebrated character in his time: He 


was alſo a Member of the Society for the propagation of the 
goſpel, formed on the model of that in England, and appointed 
reſident of the Swediſh Churches in Pennſylvania, and | 
by King Charles XII. In the year 1710, I 2 my travel 
firſt. into England, and afterwards into Holland, France, ane 
Germany, and returned home in 1714. In the year 1716, and 
afterwards, I —— converſed with Charles XII. King 
Sweden, who was pleaſed to beſtow on me a. large ſhare of his 
favour, and in that year appointed me to the office of Aſſeſſor in 
the Metallic-College, in which office L continued from that time 


till the year 1747, when Iquitted the office, but ſtill retain, the _ 


. ſalary annexed to it as an appointment for life. The reaſon; of 
my withdrawing from the buſineſs of that loyment was, 

that I might be more at liberty to apply myſelf to that ne 
function to which the Lord had called me. About this time a 
place of higher dignity in the State was offered me, which I de- 
clined to accept, leſt it ſhould prove a ſnare to me. In 1719, I 


was ennobled by Queen Ulrica Eleonora, and named Swedenborg, 


from which time I have taken my feat with the Nobles of the 


Equeſtrian order, in the Triennial Aſſemblies of the States. I 


am a Fellow, by invitation, of the Royal 2 Sciences at 
Stockholm, but have never deſired to be of any other community, 
as I belong to the Society of Angels,' in which _ Spigitual 
- nod Heavenly are the only ſubjects of diſcourſe and. enteytain- 
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ment; whereas in our literary ſocieties, the attention is wholly 
taken up with things relating to the body and this world. In 
the year 1734, 1 publiſhed the Regnum Minerale at Leipſic, in 
Three Volumes, Folio; and in 1738, I took a journey into Italy, 
and ſtaid a year at Venice and om. | 
With reſpe& to my family connections: I had four ſiſters; 
one of them was married to Eric Benzelius, -afterwards made 
Archbiſhop of Upſal; and thus I became related to the two ſuc. 
ceeding Archbiſhops of that See, both named Benzelius, and 
younger brothers of the former. Another of my ſiſters was 
married to Lars Benzelſtierna, who was promoted to a pro- 
vincial government; but theſe are both dead: however, two 
Biſhops who are related to me are till living; one of them is 
named Filenius, Biſhop of Oſtrogothia, who now officiates as 
Preſident of the Eccleſiaſtical order in the general Aſſembly at 
Stockholm, in the room of the Archbiſhop who is infirm; he 
married the daughter of my fiſter: the other, who is called 
Benzelſtierna, Biſhop of Weſtmannia and Dalecarnia, is the 
fon of my ſecondꝰ ſiſter, not to mention others of my family who. 
are dignified. I converſe freely, and am in friendſhip with all 
the Biſhops of my country, who are ten in number, and alſo 
with the ſixteen Senators, and the reſt of the Grandees, who love 
and honour me, as knowing that I am in fellowſhip with Angels. 
The King and Queen themſelves, as alſo the three Princes their 
ſons, ſhew me all kind countenance, and I was once invited to eat 
with the King and Queen at their table, (an honour granted only 
| Peers of the Realm) and likewiſe fince that with the 
Jereditary Prince. All in my own country wiſh, for my return 
home, ſo far am I from the leaſt danger of perſecution there, as 
you ſeem to apprehend, and are alſo fo kindly ſolicitous to pro. 
vide againſt, and ſhould any thing of that kind befal me elſes 
where, it will give me no concern, | 8 
Whatever of worldly honour and advantage may appear to be 
in the things before- mentioned, I hold them but as matters of low 
eſtimation, when compared to the honour of that holy office to 
- which the Lord himſelf hath called me, who was graciouſly 
mn? manifeſt — to me his unworthy — in a 
onal appearance in the year 1743, to open in me a ſight of 
l World, and —— — to 4+ he e with — 
and Angels, and this privilege has continued with me to this day. 
From that * began to print and publiſh various unknown 
Arcana, that have been either ſeen by me or revealed to me,, con- 


cerning Heaven and Hell, the State of Men after Death, the true 
ip of God, the Spiritual Senſe of the Scriptures, and many 
. | - > other 


Worf} 


- 


OP, 


ether important truths tending to ſalvation and true wiſtlom . 


and that mankind might receive benefit from theſe communica. 
tions, was the only motive which has induced me at different 


times to leave my home to viſit other countries. As to this 


world's wealth, I have what is ſufficient, and more I neither ſeek 
nor wiſh for. | HS 

Your Letter has drawn the mention of theſe things from me, 
in caſe, as you ſay, they may be a means to prevent or remove 
any falſe judgment or wrong prejudices with regard to my 


perſonal circumſtances. Farewel ; and I heartily wiſh you proſ- | 


| perity both in things ſpiritual and temporal, of which I make no 


bt, if ſo be you go on to pray to our Lord, and to ſet him 


always before you: 


EMAN. SWEDENBORG, 
konDoN, 1769, : ES ag 
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E RNA & 
\ To be corrected in the Anzcporzs, &e. 
Pa Three lines ffom the bottom, read four States, 
* 18 line 16 read, in the South Suburb of Stockholm. 
16 —— 33 for waited on him, read, took care of it 
19 —— 10 read, ſome months. . 
29 — 20 after manner, read, in the day tunes 
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